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An Update from the Financial Sustainability Task Force 			
Over the past several months, Task Force members have focused on the key task of
identifying a sustainable, values-based financial model for membership that will provide the
stable income stream required to support the temple and our vibrant community into the future.
To date we have been working in two ways: conducting research about different financial
models, and having an ongoing communal conversation about our community values connected
to money and financing congregational needs.
Building on the input that we received from members thus far, and additional research, a
summary of identified values was shared at the June 7th annual meeting. Following that we
introduced our current thinking about a new financial model. Those of you who were present
saw a video of our co-vice-president Miranda Phillips speaking about a model that her current
“sabbatical” congregation in Massachusetts adopted, parts of which align with our current
approach but in a more clearly articulated, holistic way. With thanks to Miranda, we’ve
considered this model (among others), and have amended it to optimize alignment with our
community values.
In late summer and early fall, we will again reach out to members of our community through
a series of discussions to ensure that every member has the opportunity to provide input on the
new model. Our timeline is to plan for a November congregational meeting at which time we
will decide on whether to adopt the new model as our financial foundation.
We look forward to your input and to continuing our work on creating a system that will
ensure the financial health, vitality, and future of our congregation within the Jewish framework
of giving from the heart for all to benefit.
THE MODEL THUS FAR:
Components of the model have their roots in the book of Exodus about the Israelites first
communal project, the building of the Mishkan. Contributions were raised through two key
elements: a “half shekel” tax on every community member, and through contributions based
according to every member’s talents and financial means.
The approach we are most interested in involves three components:
1. A nominal “half shekel” assessment. Similar to the concept of “half shekel” as it
has been applied to participating in our Each for All program, the “half shekel” component
stems from the tradition that every member must contribute equally to the foundation of the
continued on next page
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community, ensuring that as a starting point, everyone is on an equal footing, contributing the
same amount.
2. Sliding scale dues, based on self-assessment. This key component is the cornerstone of
our current approach to dues and reflects the understanding that those who earn more are in a
position to contribute more for the greater good, but all must contribute in some way.
3. Like most congregations, our current revenue sources net only about 70% of our
expenses. Therefore, a third component is essential: a “nediv lev” contributory campaign is
recommended to be launched every spring in lieu of the separate “Rabbi fund” campaigns to
ensure that we meet the commitments that have been made to our building and our permanent
staff. Literally meaning “from the heart,” this “nediv lev” contribution is in keeping with
Jewish tradition that stresses individual obligation
to the community and shared responsibility. Each
member unit will be expected to make an additional
contribution “from the heart” of an amount that
is right for them, and in keeping with the shared
responsibility for all.
-- Nina Cummings, Dorothy Debbie, Rabbi
Brian Walt, Sherry Burford, Robert Libby, Monica
Touesnard, Peter Burford

Shabbat and Holidays

					

ohdju ,ca

KABBALAT SHABBAT / WELCOMING SHABBAT
Friday, July 24, 7:30 p.m.
Gerry Friedman and Sally Dutko, founding members of TvO, are leaving Ithaca for sunnier climes. They
will be gone, but not forgotten. Sally has helped beautify our space with her creation of our gorgeous
torah cover, and Gerry’s wit and wisdom have brightened our spirits on many a day. He served as the
third president of our congregation from 1995 to 1997. And his additions of delicious baked squash,
awesome horseradish and gorgeous dahlias graced many a holiday table. Both have been volunteers
extraordinaire!
Gerry and Sally have graciously offered to host an oneg as a farewell celebration on Friday, July 24, in
anticipation of their move to Florida. Please join us for Shabbat services, led by Ann Hoffman, as we bid
them a fond farewell and offer our deepest thanks and appreciation for their manifold contributions to our
community.
Friday, August 7, 7:30 p.m. Led by Anne Brous
July-August 2015
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Join us for

Shabbat in the Park
Friday, August 21 at 6 pm
in the Upper Buttermilk State Park Covered Pavilion

(Rain or Shine—Directions below)

We’ll have a short Shabbat Service
and a Dish-To-Pass Dinner—
Bring a Vegetarian Dish to share

With Music by the Tv’O band "Azameyra”
and Folk Dancing!!
Bring your Family & Friends: Open to all
Directions:
To reach the upper parking area, take NY 96B south of Ithaca, past Ithaca College, to
King Road. Turn right on King Road, and follow the signs to the Upper Entrance, which
is right before the bridge over Buttermilk Creek on your left.
www.tikkunvor.org
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2015 Highway Cleanup: Sunday, July 12
“There will be no one to repair it after you”
Tompkins County Highway Department began its Adopt-A-Highway Program in 1992.
The Program was initiated to provide for litter pick-up along County roadsides and for the
opportunity for roadside beautification by volunteer organizations.
In 2010, Tikkun v’Or adopted a 1.2 mile stretch of North Triphammer Road between
Cherry Road and Hillcrest Road. Each year, several congregants spend a couple of morning
hours providing service to our community on behalf of TvO. Our roadsides are less littered,
and removal of objects along the roadside provides both a safer and cleaner environment for
motorists, bikers, and pedestrians alike.
We need your help! This year’s cleanup is scheduled for the morning of July 12, exact time
TBD (rain date: July 19). All are welcome to participate (ages 10 and up). We hope that you will
consider joining us in this mitzvah to our local community and the environment.
Please Contact Shawn Murphy 607-351-7898 <smurphesf@yahoo.com> or Ted Schiele 607592-3275 <hschiele3@gmail.com> to let us know of your availability to participate.

“See my works, how fine and excellent they are!
All that I created, I created for you.
Reflect on this,
and do not corrupt or desolate my world;
for if you do,
there will be no one to repair it after you.”
(Midrash Eccesiates Rabbah 7:13)

Are you looking for a beautiful space for a workshop,
retreat, meeting or family celebration?
How about renting Tikkun v’Or?
Gorgeous views, free parking, quiet location,
peaceful surroundings & reasonable rental fees.
Contact <info@tikkunvor.org> or call (607) 256-1471

July-August 2015
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Condolences								
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Tikkun v’Or sends condolences to Marilyn (Moriah) Tebor Shaw. Her mother, Lea Tebor,
passed away on May 11, 2015 in Rochester.
Tikkun v’Or sends condolences to Martin Berggren, Annika and Linus. Christina BerggrenKemp, mother of Martin Berggren, and grandmother of Linus and Annika, passed away on May
12.
Tikkun v’Or sends condolences to Susan Eschbach and Moshe and Asa Alpert-Eschbach.
Susan’s father and Moshe and Asa’s grandfather, George A. Eschbach, passed away on May 25,
2015.
Tikkun v’Or sends condolences to Brian Heltsley and Ann Hoffman, on the death of Brian’s
mother Doris Heltsley, age 94, grandmother of Aaron and Rose Heltsley. Doris Heltsley passed
away on June 11, in Oveido, Florida.
Tikkun v’Or sends condolences to Stacy and Doug Yeater, and William and Alexander, on
the death of Stacy’s father, Ken Miller (husband of the late Sharon Miller), on June 13, 2015, at
age 71.
May the Source of all Life comfort them among all who mourn.
May their memories be a blessing.

Bereavement Support Committee

When a loved one dies, we want to assist you as quickly as possible. Please use the
following procedure:
• Email the Bereavement Support Group at: <BereavementSupport@tikkunvor.org>
• Call Naomi Wilensky on her cell phone: (607) 280-6781
• You may also email Naomi at: <naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org>
• If Naomi is unavailable and not able to return your call/email, you may call Rabbi Brian
Walt on his cell phone: (508) 560-0589

Caring Committee							
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The TvO Caring Committee offers support during life-changing events, such as a birth/
adoption, death, illness, or other life challenges. The committee reaches out to the TvO
community for volunteers to provide meals, transportation to medical appointments or to TvO
events, or help in meeting other short-term needs (running errands, visiting the sick). If you
or someone you know could use a hand, please let us know! The best way to contact us is by
making a request at <info@tikkunvor.org >.
The work of the Caring Committee is held in confidence to the extent possible to enable
volunteers to respond to stated needs.
www.tikkunvor.org
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Religious School
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Regisration for the 2015-2016 school year is
now available at <www.tikkunvor.org> and from
<info@tikkunvor.org>. The first day of Religious
School will be Sunday, September 20.

other young people in the temple community.
Responsibilities include tutoring, family meetings
and Hebrew and Torah study. The full job
description can be found at <www.tikkunvor.org>

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT
TIKKUN V’OR
We are currently searching for a B’nai Mitzvah
Program Coordinator. This part-time position
(approx. 10-15 hours per week) involves close
interaction with young people preparing to
become bat or bar mitzvah, their families, and

Tikkun v’Or also has positions open for Religious
School teachers (Sunday mornings) and teen
group advisor. These positions could be combined
with the above.
For more information, contact Naomi Wilensky at
607-256-1471 or info@tikkunvor.org.

Teens v’Or
Teens v’Or is open for all Tikkun v’Or teens! Contact <teensvor@gmail.com>.
Teens v’Or: - Their Mission: Connecting the teens of Tikkun v’Or
by spreading light in the community, practicing mitzvot,
Jewish leadership, and having fun.
Tikkun v’Or is pleased to announce a special opportunity for Tikkun v’Or post-bnai mitzvah students!
Teens in grades 9-12 are invited to participate in Temple Beth-El’s Midrashah program, which includes
options for weekly study and discussion, either with Rabbi Scott Glass, or with Rabbi Suzanne Brody
and guest teachers. There’s even an option for conversational Hebrew.
Midrashah meets on Thursdays at Temple Beth-El from 6-7:30 p.m. (and 7:30-8 p..m. for Hebrew &
dinner). Mix and match the classes you want based on your schedule and your interests.
More information, including the course descriptions, registration form, and fees, has been sent to
all Tikkun v’Or teens. If you did not receive this or would like the information, contact <naomi.
wilensky@tikkunvor.org>/
July-August 2015
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Many Thanks								
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Thanks to:
• All those who led services recently: Moriah Tebor Shaw and Brian Cutler, Annie Wexler and
Tony Gaenslen, Peter Silberman, Patti Jacobson, Faith Rogow, Joel Tabb and Jill Hellerman,
Anne Brous;
• All those who hosted onegs recently: Anne Brous, Joan Friedman, Beth Cohen, Dalya Tamir
and Ian Shapiro, Dorothy Debbie, and Sally Ezra;
• Rabbi Brian for leading weekend services in June;
• Weekend coordinators Anne Brous, Joan Friedman, Peter Burford, and Dorothy Debbie;
• Weekend helpers Harriet London, Sheila Rodman, Corinne Stern, Sherry Altman, Denise WitlinHorvath, Josh Friedman, Monica Tousenard;
• Dori Chandler for preparing our bnot mitzvah students, and best wishes to her in her new home;
• Aron Gutman for arranging for The Libyans to lead music workshops at TVO, and thanks to Patti
Jacobson, Dan Sternglass, and Ira Kamp for additional help;
• Jon Orkin for reviewing our by-laws etc. for the Board to present to the membership. You have
come through for us once again.
• Everyone who made the TvO auction a great success; There were many individuals and businesses
who helped at the auction, solicited donations, donated goods and services and bid on those items
• Special thanks to: John Simon who advertised our auction on his radio shows and helped boost our
audience; Peggy Haine and Amy Brill for being such an energetic and raucous auction team;Anne
Brous and Shawn Murphy for their tremendous work and organization; Barbara Brenner, Ann
Wexler, Carol Chernikoff, Sue Merkel, Nancy Schuler, Dorothy Debbie, Aron Guttman, Alita
Howard, Nina Cummings, John Debbie, Sally Ezra, Joan Friedman, Will Fudeman, Ira Brous,
Sally Dutko, Beth Harris, Martha Armstrong, Vilasini Mills, Jonathan Plotkin, Naomi Wilensky,
Joe Yavitt, Corinne Stern, Fran Markover, Peter Burford, Harriet London, Lise Rosenfeld, Jaime
Wolffe,and to all the members who gave donations to make this such a success;
• Thanks to all those who organized the recent Roots programs which brought Ali Abu Awwad, a
Palestinian leader, and Hanan Schlesinger, an Israeli Rabbi, to Ithaca to talk about their joint peace
work. Special thanks to David Rhodes, Lois Levitan, Miranda Phillips, and Marcia Zax. Many
thanks also to Rabbi Brian Walt and the board for their encouragement and support of the program.
• All those who helped with our Annual Meeting: Anne Brous, Ann Hoffman, and Shawn Murphy
for bringing food; Ted Schiele and Ira Kamp for the sound system; Those who stayed after the
meeting to fill in the parking lot holes and return gravel to the parking lot: Anne Brous, Beth
Cohen, Nina Cummings, Dorothy Debbie, Robin Dubovi, Joan Friedman, Josh Friedman, Maren
Friedman, Noah Friedman, Shawn Murphy, Ted Schiele, Peter Silberman, and Doug Stayman.

Program Committee 							
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Are you interested in Jewish-themed music, theater and other cultural programs?
We would like to revive the TvO Program Committee and WE NEED YOU.
Contact Patti Jacobson at <docgalya@gmail.com>, if you are interested or even curious.
www.tikkunvor.org
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Donors					
Thank you to our recent donors:
General Fund
Anne Brous
Ken Birman, for new audio equipment
Moriah Tebor Shaw, in memory of her mother,
Lea Tebor and with thanks to the Bereavement
Committee
David & Susan Millen, In honor of Dith and Eli
Fabens wedding
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Building Fund
Ted Schiele
Special thanks to the Ithaca Area United Jewish
Community (IAUJC) for a grant to support our
Religious School and congregation through tuition
assistance.

Bryna & Harvey Fireside Rabbi Fund
William & Ellen Apfel
Abby & Bryan Thomas
Joshua & Joan Friedman

Tikkun v’Or Tribute Cards
Tribute cards have been sent:
To Marilyn Tebor Shaw, in memory of her mother, Lea Tebor
From: Sherry & Peter Burford, and from Ann Hoffman & Brian Heltsley, and Annie Wexler
& Tony Gaenslen
To Martin Berggren and family, in memory of Christina Berggren-Kemp
From: Sherry & Peter Burford, and from Ann Hoffman & Brian Heltsley
To Susan Eschbach in memory of her father George A. Eschbach
From Ann Hoffman & Brian Heltsley
To Sue Merkel, in honor of her winning the 2015 Carski Distinguished Undergraduate
Teaching Award from the American Society of Microbiology
From: Nina Cummings
Rabbi Simla’i said:
“The Torah begins and ends
with acts of caring, loving kindness.
(Talmud: Sotah 14a)

Membership & Welcoming Committee		
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Tikkun v’Or is pleased to welcome our newest members:
Stacie and Josh Bornstein and daughter Maya
Julie Gozan and Tom Keck and daughters Sasha and Ruby
July-August 2015
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Feeding the Hungry: Machil Re’avim		
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LUNCHES FOR THE FRIENDSHIP CENTER
Thanks to Robin Dubovi, Daniel Sverdlik, Debbie Miller, Julia Miller, and the Debbie family for
making lunches in May.
Hunger doesn’t take a summer vacation! Our temple is signed up to make 60 lunches for the
Rescue Mission Friendship Center to be delivered on July 23, and 60 to be delivered on August
27. If you are interested in making lunches as a group at the temple the evening before lunches
are due, or want to make some lunches of your own (any number is appreciated), or want to
contribute financially and have someone else make the lunches, contact Dorothy Debbie at
dorothynotwork@gmail.com or 272-3893.

“When you are asked in the world to come,
‘What was your work?’
and you answer:
‘I fed the hungry,’ you will be told:
‘This is the gate of the Lord,
enter into it, you who have fed the hungry’”
(Midrash to Psalm 118:17)

WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE LEFTOVERS FROM THE ONEG? DINNERS OR PARTIES?
No Need to Eat Them All!
Clean food is welcome at the Friendship Center (618 W. State St. across from Kinkos)
Monday - Friday 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM phone 273-6684
Outside of those hours, call the shelter at 273-9177 to arrange to deliver food to the shelter.

In the Community

The TvO newsletter includes items as a service to the community. Inclusion of items in the
newsletter does not represent endorsement of any one viewpoint.
JEWISH FILM AT TEMPLE BETH-EL Thursday, July 30, Doors open at 6:30 for
refreshments and schmoozing; Screenings begin at 7 PM
Leon the Pig Farmer 1992 UK - An irreverent comedy from the production company of
Monty Python’s Eric Idle, this zany story is set in motion when Leon Geller, a sensitive Jewish
boy from London, accidentally learns that he is the product of artificial insemination.
$7 at the door (helps to cover costs of refreshments and the fees from the film distributors)
Open to the Public
Brought to us by Menemsha Films and The National Center for Jewish Film
www.tikkunvor.org
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ITHACA AREA UNITED JEWISH COMMUNITY
B’Yachad Ithaca Jewish Preschool is Growing and Thriving, Thanks to
	
  
Generous
Local Support
tenth grade Global History classes to talk about
their personal
and family experiences during the
Holocaust. A total of 320 students attended the talks over the period
B’Yachad Ithaca Jewish Preschool was founded in 2012, and is now completing its
Marcia Zax
Board Chair
third school year. B’Yachad, the only Jewish preschool in the Ithaca area, offers a
warm, nurturing environment for children ages 2-5. We offer a full day program,
Jim Rothenberg
Corresponding Secretary
including after-school care. In addition to our July preschool summer camp, Gan
B’Yachad, we also offer Machane B’Yachad, a Jewish summer day camp for children
Edward Weissman
Treasurer
ages 5-8. This is the only Jewish summer program in Ithaca!
BOARD MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS

Rabbi Dovid Birk
Alan Blankstein
Marcus Brody
Richard Ehrlich
Ann Erlich, Nominating
Committee Chair
Howard Erlich, Allocations &
Endowment Investment
Committees Chair
Rabbi Scott Glass, ex officio
Marjorie Hoffman,
Campaign Committee Chair
Program Chair
Igor Khokhlov, ex officio
Sherrie Negrea
Hal Ossman, ex officio
David Rhodes
John Rosenthal
Lesli Sagan
Technology Coordinator
Rabbi Eli Silberstein, ex officio
Tehia Sinefeld
Naomi Wilensky, ex officio

PO BOX 4214
ITHACA, NY
14852-4214
email: info@iaujc.org
www.iaujc.org
Look for us on Facebook

The educational approach of our preschool is to foster learning by play and
exploration, while building children’s self esteem. Our fabulous teachers provide a
joyful, caring environment, where every child is valued for their unique contributions
and character.
Unlike any other preschool in the Ithaca area, we offer a strong Jewish element in our
program. Children learn about Jewish holidays and values through stories, games, art
and music. Children embark on a journey in Hebrew literacy through Hebrew singing
and practical vocabulary throughout the day. As a community school, the Jewish
background of our children is diverse, and we meet every child on their level without
judgment or expectation. Our goal is to instill within each child a love and excitement
for his or her Jewish identity, while nurturing early childhood development, growth
and learning.
We are so thankful to Temple Beth El, who generously provides a lovely preschool
room for B’Yachad, a large, beautiful play yard for our children, as well as vital
administrative support.
B’Yachad is thriving today thanks to generous support from the Ithaca Area United
Jewish Community (IAUJC). While the program was first being established, the
IAUJC provided essential funds to support our young school, by helping pay teacher
salaries and cover start-up costs for our program. Thanks to a grant from the IAUJC
this spring, B’Yachad will be able to provide partial scholarships for eligible families
in the 2015-16 school year. Due to the generosity of the IAUJC, a Jewish preschool
education will be accessible to more of Ithaca’s Jewish families.
To learn more about B’Yachad, enjoy our website: www.ithacajewishpreschool.com
Contact byachadithaca@gmail.com for information on scholarship opportunities.
Sincerely,
Sara Kabakov, Director B’Yachad Jewish Preschool

July-August 2015
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ITHACA AREA UNITED JEWISH COMMUNITY
"Daddy, Mommy, look at the challah bread I made at B'Yachad today!" So went the
ade Global
History
classes
to talk
family
experiences
duringlast
the
beginning
of the
weekend
when
Ava,about
now their
3 1/2personal
years old,and
was
picked
up from school
Holocaust.
A
total
of
320
students
attended
the
talks
over
the
period
Friday. "She loves it here," her dad shared happily. "And her language skills have really
advanced -- in English and Hebrew," her mother quickly added.
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for college students, young professionals,
and career transitioners
Sherry Burford, M.S., C.P.R.W.
607. 319 . 4982

sherry@horizonscareercoaching.com

www.horizonscareercoaching.com

The Tikkun v’Or Newsletter offers
free business-card sized ads to
all members, as space allows in
each issue. For non-members or
those who would like guaranteed
ad space, the fees are $30/issue or
$150 for 6 issues/one year. For more
information, please contact info@
tikkunvor.org or call 607-256-1471.

Reliable Computer Assistance
Free consultation.
Your satisfaction is guaranteed.
I can solve many common problems.

There will be no charge if I cannot solve your problem.

References provided.
Call Neil Snyder 607-533-4627
<neilsnyder6@gmail.com>
July-August 2015
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Congregational Leadership
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Rabbi Brian Walt					
Administrative Coordinator and Religious School Director
Naomi Wilensky 256-1471
Bookkeeper
Sally Ezra
257-7017		
Co-Presidents
Nina Cummings 319-0298		
Dorothy Debbie
272-3893		
Co-Vice Presidents
Shawn Murphy
351-7898
Miranda Phillips 			
Scribe
Denice Cassaro
256-0373		
Treasurers
Nancy Saltzman 257-2036		
Peter Burford
319-4982		
At-Large Board Members
Shira Reisman & Jeff Wall 339-6830
Karen Schachere 			
Kenny Berkowitz 272-9457		
Past-Presidents
Anne Brous
272-5535		
Ann Hoffman
277 3260		
Avodah Committee
Building Committee
Caring Committee
Finance Committee

Open
Peter Burford
319-4982		
Robin Dubovi
257-3688
Ira Brous		
272-5535		
Doug Stayman
280-8975		
Jewish Education Committee
Lauren Korfine
256-0132		
Abby Thomas
836-1029
Israel/Palestine Committee
Lois Levitan			
Racial Justice Committee
Diana Levy
273-2708
Program Committee
Open
Action Again Hunger Committee
Harriet London
257-1502		
Welcoming & Membership Committee
Ann Wexler
273-2191		
Sharon Ziegler
Bereavement Support 					
Area Congregations Together (ACT)
Open
Teens V’Or					
Newsletter Distribution
Meg Morris
272–3904

rabbi@tikkunvor.org
naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org
sally_ezra@yahoo.com
president@tikkunvor.org
president@tikkunvor.org
smurphesf@yahoo.com
phillipsville@gmail.com
denicecassaro@gmail.c
nsse@mindspring.com
pburford@burfordbooks.com
shishi923@gmail.com
kschach1@twcny.rr.com
kennyberkowitz@hotmail.com
Anne@ithacabakery.com
annlhoffman@yahoo.com
pburford@burfordbooks.com
robinad@twcny.rr.com
ira@ithacabakery.com
dms43@cornell.edu
lk79@cornell.edu
Abby.Thomas@cortland.edu
LCL3@cornell.edu
dlevy@twcny.rr.com
londonharriet@gmail.com
annwex1@gmail.com
BereavementSupport@tikkunvor.org
teensvor@gmail.com

For updated calendar information,
call 607-256-1471
or check <www.tikkunvor.org>
LIKE us on Facebook!

www.tikkunvor.org
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