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From Rabbi Brian Walt
Dear Friends,
Today I received an email from If Not Now, a relatively new organization of young Jews,
pointing out that there were 50 days till the 50th anniversary of the 1967 War (The Six Day War). I
received the email on the 6th day of Pesach and every year we count the 49 days (Sefirat Ha’Omer/
the counting of the Omer) from Pesach to Shavuot, from Exodus to Sinai, from liberation to
revelation, from freedom to communal commitment. If Not Now, an organization that is dedicated
to ending the support of the Jewish community and Jewish organizations for the Occupation,
suggested that this year we focus during these 50 days leading up to the anniversary on actions
to end the Occupation. They are one of many Jewish groups, here and in Israel, focusing on this
important anniversary and what it means for us as Jews.
Another related action involving many young Jews is the initiative of the Center for Jewish
Nonviolence to bring close to 200 Jews to the West Bank “for 9 days of solidarity activism with
Palestinians who are being evicted from their homes and pushed off their land in the name of
ongoing settlement expansion and occupation. Likely projects include: infrastructure development,
agricultural projects, sit-ins, and direct action.” What is particularly inspiring about this action is
that the goal of the action is to support Israeli and Palestinian nonviolent activists who are working
to end the Occupation and that the group itself will include progressive Jews with many different
views about the conflict. It will include Jews in J-Street, Jewish
Voice for Peace, and Zionist groups such as Hashomer Hatzair groups that often don’t cooperate with one another.
Personally I remember the ‘67 War very vividly. I
remember going with my father to packed synagogues for
emergency mobilization and fundraising for Israel. I remember
my counselors in Habonim, my Zionist Youth movement, going
overnight as volunteers to support Israel. I remember the sense
of fear and danger than engulfed our community before the war
and the pride and jubilation afterwards.
I made my very first trip to Israel three months after the
war. I was fifteen years old. I spent three months in Jerusalem,
with a group of 10th graders from various Jewish day schools in
South Africa on a magical trip at a time when Israel was filled
with hope that there would finally be peace, that land would be
exchanged for peace.
In 1987, on the twentieth anniversary of the Occupation, the
optimism had passed and I had unlearned many of the myths I
continued on next page
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had absorbed as a child. I was serving my first congregation (TvO is my third) and I gave a sermon
entitled “A Generation of Occupation” in which I explored the moral and spiritual costs of a whole
generation (20 years is a generation in the Bible) of Jews and Israelis living as occupiers of the
Palestinian people. It was one of my best Rosh Hashanah sermons and it was a defining moment
for me in my rabbinic career. It is hard to believe that another 30 years has passed and the situation
is so much worse and with no end in sight.
Recently, some of you may have seen the demonstrations by If Not Now at the AIPAC
convention in Washington D.C. It was so inspiring to see hundreds of proud Jews protesting
AIPAC’s support of the Occupation. These young Jews are committed and knowledgeable Jews;
many of them are the children of rabbis, Jewish professionals, teachers and committed Jewish
families. They are protesting our community’s support for the Occupation because occupying
another people and everything it entails (land theft, creating exclusive Jewish settlements on
land owned by Palestinians, different legal systems for Jews and Palestinians, systemic denial
of housing permits for Palestinians and the demolition of Palestinian homes, and many other
egregious human rights violations) violates the core principles of their (and our) Judaism.
I believe now, as I did in 1987, that ending the Occupation is the single most urgent ethical/
spiritual issue facing Jews in our time. Judaism and all of Jewish life is marred by the daily human
rights violations of Occupation. For me it is impossible to imagine living a life as a committed Jew
and ignoring this reality. And I believe now, as I did then, in an open and vigorous conversation
about this issue in all Jewish communities.
Sadly, as you know, most synagogues and Jewish institutions limit the conversation about
Israel by creating red lines that deny Jews and others who hold “trayf” (unacceptable) opinions
from the communal conversation. Individual Jews, Jewish and Israeli organizations that address
the human rights violations against Palestinians, are often not welcome in American Jewish spaces.
This even includes organizations such as J Street, T’ruah, B’tzelem and Breaking the Silence. And,
the mainstream Jewish community excludes any Jew who supports boycott as a nonviolent strategy
to put pressure on Israel to end the Occupation and the State of Israel recently voted to deny them
entry to the country.
Our congregation can and should be proud of our commitment to an open conversation on
Israel that is so desperately needed. Often members tell me that they are in situations where others
in the Ithaca community denigrate our congregation as “anti-Israel” or even anti-Semitic. This is
simply untrue. We are neither.
What we stand for, is stated clearly and powerfully in our statement on Spirit, Justice and
Community: We are dedicated to justice, equality, human rights, and security for people all over
the world, and specifically for all Israelis and Palestinians. We are committed to an open and
respectful dialogue about these issues and welcome those who feel excluded or silenced by other
Jewish communities because of their opinions. Our congregation is enriched by the multiplicity
of views of our members.
We are committed to an open conversation in the context of our shared commitment to justice,
equality and security for both Israelis and Palestinians. We differ over how to get there but we are
committed to the shared goal and committed to the conversation, even if it is challenging.
I want to encourage all of us to proudly share this commitment with others in our community.
There is no reason to feel shame or to hide in any way. We are offering a different possibility, one
that is open to diverse views and refuses to exclude voices that express concern and empathy for
Palestinians. We are an offering an alternative to a Jewish community that excludes Jews from full
participation because of their commitment to advocate for equal rights for all in Israel/Palestine.
continued on next page
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During my visit in June, I hope to plan an opportunity for communal adult education and
conversation, for us to learn together about what happened in ’67 and what has happened since.
I am thinking of beginning by sharing our stories and hearing the stories of both Israelis and
Palestinians. Where were you (we) in 1967 and what does it mean in your (our) life, even if you
weren’t born yet? I am also thinking of offering other opportunities during the next Jewish year
that will allow us to learn together and from one another. There will be a book coming out in June,
edited by Michael Chabon and Ayelet Waldman, featuring the writing of several prominent authors
about the Occupation. We may choose material from this book and others with different points of
view from which we can all learn.
I want to end with what is on the home page of the If Not Now website:
“We will be the generation that ends our community’s support for the occupation. Today the
Jewish community is faced with a choice: will we leave our tradition in the hands of out out-oftouch leaders or will we fight for a vibrant, liberated Jewish community that supports freedom and
dignity for all Israelis and Palestinians?
It is time for us to hear the call of the next generation of Jews desperate to free our people (and
the Palestinian people!) from more than 50 years of occupation and oppression.
May the 50th anniversary wake us all up to the urgency of ending the occupation now! Let’s
say yes to a vibrant, liberated Jewish community that supports freedom and dignity for all Israelis
and Palestinians!”
It is such a privilege to serve as the rabbi of this congregation with its commitment to
a Judaism of justice and equality for everyone and is not afraid to engage in important and
challenging conversations. I welcome your responses to this letter and look forward to our
conversation.
See you in June,
Rabbi Brian
April 16, 2017/ The sixth day of Pesach 5777

Co-Presidents’ Words						
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Dear TvO friends,
At our board retreat 7 months ago, we explored: what are our priorities for this year and next?
The list felt hefty at the time: revisit the ways TvO supports justice; strengthen ties to our members
and to the larger Jewish community; help our members build skills to talk across passionately held
differences - just to name a few. I’m proud to say that (even just since October) we’ve already
accomplished many of these things. I look forward to sharing with you these accomplishments and
remaining projects at our annual meeting. We’d love for you to hear, so you can feel proud as we
do, and can help us explore how to make our remaining projects successful.
We’ll also thank our current leadership; thank and welcome new leaders now stepping up; and
vet our proposed budget for the year -- the means by which we support our priorities.
Please plan to attend this ANNUAL MEETING on Sunday, May 7, 1-3 p.m. There will be
an optional potluck lunch starting at 12:15., with childcare available if needed. You should have
received a proposed agenda and budget. Please look for these.
And if you know a fellow member who’s more likely to come if you invite them, please do!
It always feels more worthwhile if you know you’re personally invited and will be missed if you
don’t show.
We look forward to seeing you there,
Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy (Co-Presidents)
www.tikkunvor.org
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Shabbat and Holidays
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KABBALAT SHABBAT / WELCOMING SHABBAT Fridays 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted
May 5 & May 12 & May 19 Led by Faith Rogow
As we prep for the summer, former camp songleader Faith Rogow will lead services during the
month of May In place of discussing the Torah portion, Faith will teach a mix of new tunes and old
favorites (different each week), which we’ll incorporate into an all-music davening. Join us for one
or all of these relaxed (and maybe even fun!) services.
There are no services scheduled on May 26 or June 2.
June 9 and 16 with Rabbi Brian Walt (see below)
June 23 Led by Carol and Sam Shama
June 30 Led by Peter Silberman
SHABBAT MORNINGS
Saturday May 6 and June 3, 9:15-10:30 a.m. Shabbat morning service led by Miranda Phillips
Saturdays June 10 and 17 (see below)
SHAVUOT
Tuesday, May 30, 7 p.m.
Shavuot is the celebration of the giving of Torah to the Israelites at Mt. Sinai. The word “Shavuot”
means “weeks” and refers to the 49-day or 7-week journey of the Israelites from Egypt to Mt. Sinai.
On the 50th day, the Israelites received the Torah. Not only is Shavuot knows as Chag Hashavuot —
the Festival of Weeks, it is also known as Chag Habikkurim (the Feast of the First Fruits) because in
ancient times the Israelites brought the first fruits of their harvest to the Temple in Jerusalem. Join us
as we celebrate the giving of Torah at Mt. Sinai and the harvest of our First Fruits!
For our oneg (celebration), please bring dairy/cheese goodies to share, or items from the seven
species associated with Israel (wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and dates).
WEEKENDS WITH RABBI BRIAN
Friday, June 9, 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat
Sasha Gozan and Raia Gutman will lead parts of the service with Rabbi Brian, with music led by
Marnie O’Shae and Lauren Korfine.
Yes, there are two Bat Mitzvah ceremonies this Shabbat! Sasha will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah in the
morning and Raia at a late Mincha (afternoon) and Havdalah service (see details below). They will
share leadership of the Friday night service. Come join us for a joyful Shabbat service filled with
song, and celebrate the transmission of our legacy from generation to generation.
Weather permitting, we will hold part or the entire service outdoors as we watch the sun set over the
lake. Please dress appropriately.
Saturday, June 10 Shabbat Morning Service / Bat Mitzvah of Sasha Gozan
8:45-9:30 a.m. Chanting and Silent Meditation with Rabbi Walt
10:00 – 10:40 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:40-11:15 a.m. Torah Reading
11:20-12:00 Torah study, blessings, concluding prayers and Kaddish
12:15 p.m. Kiddush/Lunch
Sasha, daughter of Julie Gozan and Tom Keck, will be called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah. The
Torah portion for this Shabbat is B’ha-alotekha, describing the wandering of the ancient Israelites
May - June 2017
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in the wilderness. One surprising aspect of the Israelite experience in the wilderness is their
dissatisfaction and complaints. On a few occasions the Israelites not only idealize their past in
Egypt but also express a wish to return to slavery. Is this the origin of Jewish kvetching and
complaint? Sasha will read a section from the Torah and following the reading, will share her
insights (and complaints?) and invite us all to participate in a short discussion. Who knows? Maybe
you will also have an opportunity to kvetch? Come join us as we celebrate with Sasha and her
family.
Mincha (afternoon) service and Havdalah 7:30-9:00 pm. Bat Mitzvah of Raia Gutman
Raia, daughter of Wendy and Aron Gutman, will read a section from Parshat Shelach Lecha about
the tzitzit (the fringed edges of the tallit) and the commandment to love the stranger. She will share
her passionate commitment to this mitzvah and how she and we can make it real in our lives in this
challenging time.
Following the service, we will have a glorious Havdalah service, outside if the weather permits.
The service includes light, sweet smells and wine and of course ecstatic song and dance. Following
havdalah there will be some food and celebration.
Friday, June 16, 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Max Rubenstein-Miller will lead parts of the service with Rabbi Brian, with music led by Marnie
O’Shae and Lauren Korfine.
Weather permitting, we will hold the service outdoors as we watch the sun set over the lake. Please
dress appropriately.
Come join us for a joyful Shabbat service filled with song and prayer and celebrate of the
transmission of Yiddishkeit from generation to generation.
Saturday, June 17, Shabbat Morning Service/Bar Mitzvah of Max Rubenstein-Miller
8:45-9:30 a.m. Chanting and Silent Meditation with Rabbi Walt
10:00 – 10:40 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:40-11:15 a.m. Torah Reading
11:20-12:00 Torah study, blessings, concluding prayers and kaddish.
12:15 p.m. Kiddush/Lunch
Max, son of Sarah Rubenstein-Gillis and Eric Miller, will be called to the Torah in honor of his
Bar Mitzvah. The Torah portion, Sh’lakh Lekha, describes the journey of twelve spies into the
land of Canaan to see if the Israelites will be able to occupy the land. This story about conquest
of the Promised Land is not about a real historical event (historians have found no proof for
either the Exodus from Egypt or the conquest of Canaan) even though the story deeply resonates
with the establishment of the State of Israel in our own time and is sometimes used to justify the
establishment of the Jewish state. Rather we need to read the Torah as mythology about faith in
oneself and one’s community. Max will explore the meaning of this story to him and invite us to
share in a conversation.

Bat and bar mitzvah services are communal events
at which we welcome a young person into our community.
We hope that many congregants will come to the services and join in welcoming
Sasha, Raia, and Max by celebrating with them and their families.

www.tikkunvor.org

Tikkun v’Or Newsletter

May - June 2017

6

Religious School
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Gan and Kitah Alef t v,hf (K/grade 1) is
finishing a great year of Religious School. They
baked, colored, and created their way through
the Jewish year, along with hearing many stories
from the Torah and becoming familiar with
Hebrew letters.
Kitah Bet/Gimel d/c v,hf (grades 2/3) excelled
in sharing their Jewish biography projects,
and learning to sing Mah Nishtanah (The Four
Questions) for Passover. Special thanks to parents
Jeff Bercuvitz and Lesli Sagan for helping the
students this year.
Kitah Daled/Hey v/s v,hf (grades 4/5) spent
time learning about one of the most well-known
prophets, Elijah. It was the perfect lead-in to
learning about Passover!
Kitah Vav/ Zayin u/z v,hf (grade 6/7) shared

the life story of Anne Frank and talked about
contemporary issues of anti-Semitism and
prejudice. They have been encouraging each
other as several become bnai mitzvah this spring.
In the early spring we were thrilled to do Purim
crafts with Corinne Stern and her FLOOF
Collage Party. Thanks also to Aron Gutman for
connected us with musical guest Joshua Davis.
Mazel tov to teacher Tali Benzer-Shuman on her
graduation from high school!
Registration forms for 2017-2018 are now
available at www.tikkunvor.org, along with
tuition assistance forms, provided by Ithaca
Area United Jewish Community (IAUJC).
If you are interested in teaching at Religious
School next year, please contact Naomi Wilensky
at <naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org>.

ANNUAL TIKKUN V’OR MEMBERS’ MEETING
Sunday, May 7, 1-3 p.m.

There will be an optional veggie/dairy potluck lunch starting at 12:15.
Childcare provided by request by May 1. <naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org>.

Membership & Welcoming Committee		
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Introducing new nembers:
Hi TVO! We (Mark, Sara and Jonah Pruce) are excited to officially join your wonderful
community! We moved to the area about 2 years ago from central New Jersey and have really
enjoyed living in Ithaca. We’ve been renting at White Hawk Ecovillage, in Danby, until 3 months ago
when we moved into our newly constructed home here at White Hawk. Sara has been an outdoor
educator at a Jewish environmental organization, a breastfeeding counselor, and is now a nursing
student at TC3. Mark works from home and runs his own graphic design and website business; he’s
also an avid hiker, gardner, and artmaker. Jonah is 2.5 and you might recognize him as the Batman
singing jingle bells at Purim or the kid who interrupts Friday night services with his own song or
uncontrollable giggling; he likes singing, trucks, birds, super heroes, trains and really loves Shabbat.
Jonah is also very excited to become a big brother this summer! We all look forward to finding more
ways to participate in the TVO community; thanks for the warmness you’ve shown us already.
The best way to support Tikkun v’Or is by becoming a member. For more information contact
Ann Wexler <annwex1@gmail.com>

May - June 2017
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DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS: A Workshop with Anne Brous
Sunday June 4, Time TBD
We will be exploring what makes participation difficult in group/public conversations
about issues related to topics such as: Israel/Palestine, race, Black Lives Matter, police,
electoral politics, immigration. We will not be discussing content or theory behind these
issues. But we are trying to explore some of what happens when we are in situations where
some people express strong feelings/opinions. Ultimately our goal is to explore how we can
make our congregational and public events more comfortable for everyone and contribute to a
safer atmosphere for useful dialogue.
You can also sign up now by emailing Anne Brous <anne@ithacabakery.com>

Feeding the Hungry: Machil Re’avim		
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Thanks to The Tousenard-Milstein family, Denise Horvath, Nina Cummings, Harriet London,
and Paul Debbie for making lunches for the Rescue Mission Friendship Center in March.
If you are interested in making lunches in May or June (any number is appreciated), or want
to contribute financially and have someone else make the lunches, contact Dorothy Debbie at
dorothynotwork@gmail.com or 272-3893.
If you can help make lunches that would be great. For those of you who would like to help out
but can’t come make the lunches, you can still contribute financially to the lunchmaking. The
temple has a Feeding the Hungry Fund that you can contribute to and these contributions will be
used to reimburse the person who buys the supplies.
If you would like to contribute financially you can send a check to the temple, made out to
Congregation Tikkun v’Or or the Ithaca Reform Temple and just note that you want your
contribution to go to the Feeding the Hungry Fund.

Condolences								
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Tikkun v’Or sends our condolences to Cantor Abbe Lyons, Stacy Snyder, Isaac Lyons, and
their family on the death of Ann Lyons, 93, mother of Abbe Lyons, who died peacefully on
April 4, at home in Ithaca, surrounded by loved ones.
May her memory be a blessing.

Bereavement Support Committee

When a loved one dies, we want to assist you as quickly as possible.
Please use the following procedure:
• Email the Bereavement Support Group at: <BereavementSupport@tikkunvor.org>
• Call Naomi Wilensky: (607) 280-6781 or email <naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org>
• If Naomi is unavailable or not able to return your call/email, call Rabbi Brian Walt: (508) 5600589 or <rabbi@tikkunnvor.org>

www.tikkunvor.org
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Many Thanks		

Thanks to:
• Recent service leaders: Anne Brous and Milo Brous, Cantor Abbe Lyons and the students of Kitah
Vav and Zayin (6th and 7th grade), Rabbi Brian Walt, and Kenny and Duffy Berkowitz;
• Oneg hosts: Carol and Sam Shama, families of Kitah Vav /Zayin (6th /7th grade), Christine Evans
and Aaron Sachs, Patti Jacobson;
• Miranda Phillips for leading Shabbat morning services;
• Jonathan Plotkin and Arthur Birnbaum for hosting Dinner and a Movie Nights;
• Those who helped at recent weekends with Rabbi Brian: Sarah Rubenstein-Gillis, Max
Rubenstein-Miller, Wendy and Aron Gutman, and Abby Thomas; Allison Anderson, Laurie
Willick, Sandy Thananart and Tim Bael, and Dorothy Debbie; Moriah Tebor, Brian Cutler, Peter
Burford, Christine Evans, Grace Horowitz, Suzanne Aigen, and Ann Hoffman;
• Robin and Ed Dubovi for hosting the new member brunch;
• Thanks to Judy Saul for leading a conflict workshop;
• Aron Gutman for organizing the presentation and concert with Joshua Davis;
• Thanks to all our Purim Comedy Night organizers, especially Joan Friedman and Lauren Korfine,
and to Lauren and Miranda for leading the service, and to our wonderful performers, and to those
who helped set up and clean up -- Abby Thomas, Richard and Lise Rosenfield, Corinne Stern, Beth
Cohen, and Bryan Thomas;
• Thanks to all who volunteered and participated in the first Ithaca Purim Carnival at TheSpace at
Greenstar - see the IAUJC letter for some names!
• Thanks to all who helped with the community seder - those who organized, set up, cleaned up,
cooked, brought seder plates, led readings, and more: Joan Friedman, Alita Howard, Kenny
Berkowitz, Anne Brous, Francine Darling, Sally Ezra, Aron and Wendy Gutman, Haym Hirsh,
Grace Horowitz, Tamar Kushnir, Vilasini Mills, Hallie Mitnick, Lauren Monroe, Lise Rosenfeld,
Sarah Rubenstein-Gillis, Sara Schaffzin, Nancy Schuler, Carol and Sam Shama, Stacey Smith,
Karl, Obadiah and Rennie Smolenski, Corinne Sterns, Nico Tedeyan, Abby and Bryan Thomas,
Beth Cohen, and Anthony Elia and Melanie Lefkowitz. Special thanks to Sue Merkel and Joel
Tabb for leading the seder.

Tikkun v’Or Tribute Cards
Tribute cards have been sent:
To Diana and Bruce in honor of the birth of their granddaughter
		 From: Annie Wexler and Tony Gaenslen
To Cantor Abbe and Stacy in memory of Abbe’s mother, Ann Eleanor Lyons
		 From: Annie Wexler and Tony Gaenslen
		 From: Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy
From: Ann Hoffman and Brian Heltsley
		 From: The Zimets
To Sam Sachs and his family in honor of Sam becoming a bar mitzvah
		 From: The Debbie family
To Susan Eschbach, in honor of: her recent tenure
		 From: Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy
To Tali and Daniel Fuson, and Nomi Talmi,i n honor of: Benjamin’s arrival. Wishing you much joy on
this first leg of your journey together!
		 From: Miranda Phillips
May - June 2017
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Please join us as

Sasha Rachel Gozan-Keck

is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 10 am
-- Julie Gozan and Tom Keck
Please join us for an evening service & havdalah as

Raia

is called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah
Saturday, June 10, 7:30 p.m.
-- Wendy and Aron Gutman

Please join us in the simcha
as our son

Max Rubenstein-Miller

becomes a bar mitzvah
Saturday, June 17, 2017 at 10 a.m.
- Sarah Rubenstein-Gillis and Eric Miller

Ithaca Coalition for Unity & Cooperation in the Middle East (ICUCME) Presents
“Israeli Citizens of Color: From Ethiopia to Chicago to the Negev”
7 p.m. at Cinemapolis, 120 E Green St
Admission to all events in the series is free but donations are appreciated.
Wednesday, April 26 “Mekonen: The Journey of an African Jew,” traces the story of
Mekonen, once a young Ethiopian shepherd, whose family journeys to Israel. He then searches for
a way to stay true to his Ethiopian roots and culture. Following the film, Herut Admasu will speak
about Jewish Ethiopian experiences and answer questions.
Wednesday, May 10 “Village of Peace,” explores a community of Black Hebrews who left
Chicago to settle in the Negev Desert in the late 1960’s. The original 400 African Americans who
began the community have prospered; the village is now home to more than 5,000 Black Hebrews.
The final event in the series will focus on another community of color in Israel; the specific
film/speaker is still being determined.

The Temple Beth-El Arts Committee invites all to the TBE Summer movie series, starting
with “Fanny’s Journey” on Wednesday, June 14, at Temple Beth-El, at the corner of Tioga and
Court Streets. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for refreshments; Screenings being at 7 p.m. $8 at the
door. Additional movies will be announced in the next newsletter and weekly emails.
www.tikkunvor.org
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Donors					
Thank you to our recent donors:
Nediv Lev Fund:
Karen Baum & Ed Thomas
Gregar Brous & Mimi Mehaffey
Ira & Anne Brous
Ramsey Brous & Melissa Burress
Michael Dorf & Sherry Colb
Alita Howard & Karl Smolenski
Lois Levitan & Martha Armstrong
Lauren & Christopher Monroe
Shawn Murphy
Miranda Phillips & Bobby Kleinberg
Doug Stayman & Nina Cummings

In honor of Judy Saul’s workshop:
Suzanne Aigen
Miranda Phillips & Bobby Kleinberg
Samuel & Carol Shama
Christopher Xenakis
To help others attend the seder:
Jeff Bercuvitz
Kenny Berkowitz
Mary Biggs
Ira & Anne Brous
Beth Cohen
Robin & Edward Dubovi
Anthony Elia & Melanie Lefkowitz
Sally & Gregory Ezra
Robert Goldberg & Rosalie Richter-Goldberg
Grace Horowitz
Alita Howard & Karl Smolenski
Lauren & Christopher Monroe

•
•
•

		

vesm

Shawn Murphy
Richard & Lise Rosenfield
Sarah Rubenstein-Gillis
Charles Rubin & Leonore Silver
Peter Silberman
Daniel Sternglass & Casey Carr
Moriah Tebor
Sharon Ziegler

General Fund:
Thomas Sperry & Lisa Tsetse

Mazel Tov		

		

Donations to Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard, made at
Community Seder:
Linda Adler & Steven Fischer
Jeff Bercuvitz
Mary Biggs
Janie Carasik
Robin & Edward Dubovi
Sally & Gregory Ezra
Grace Horowitz
Alita Howard & Karl Smolenski
Vilasani Mills
Lauren & Christopher Monroe
Richard & Lise Rosenfield
Stephen & Debra Rovitz
Sarah Rubenstein-Gillis
Charles Rubin & Leonore Silver
Aaron Sachs & Christine Evans
Sara Schaffzin
Peter Silberman
Stacey Smith & Avi Dessauer
Moriah Tebor
Joseph Yavitt & Sue Merkel
Special thanks to the Ithaca Area United Jewish
Community (IAUJC) for a grant to support our
Religious School and congregation through tuition
assistance.

					 			 cuy kzn

Mazel tov to Sam Sachs on becoming a bar mitzvah!
Mazal Tov to TVO member Nomi Fridman, on the birth of a grandson, Benjamin Fuson, the
son of her daughter, Tali and her husband, Daniel.
Mazel Tov to Diana Levy and Bruce Fabens on the birth of their granddaughter, Lucy Knight
Fabens, daughter of Sam and Julia Fabens. Lucy was born on March 30, 2017.
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Ithaca Area United Jewish Community
Honoring Our Past, Shaping Our Future

Our First Community Wide Purim Celebration in Ithaca

BOARD MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS

Marcia Zax
Board Chair
Miri Birk
Secretary
Edward Weissman
Treasurer
Ariel Avgar
Alan Blankstein
Marcus Brody
Richard Ehrlich
Ann Erlich, Nominating
Committee Chair
Howard Erlich, Allocations &
Endowment & Investment
Committees Chair
Rabbi Scott Glass, ex officio
Marjorie Hoffman,
Campaign Committee Chair
Program Chair
Sara Kabakov
Sara Kranzler
Andi Krisch
Cantor Abbe Lyons, ex officio
Sherrie Negrea
John Rosenthal
Rabbi Eli Silberstein, ex officio
David Sinefeld
Tehia Sinefeld
Rabbi Ari Weiss, ex officio
Naomi Wilensky, ex officio
David Sagan, Data Supervisor
PO BOX 4214
ITHACA, NY
14852-4214
email: info@iaujc.org
www.iaujc.org
Look for us on Facebook

www.tikkunvor.org

I would like to thank the heads of our local Jewish Religious Schools, Rabbi
Suzanne Brody of Temple Beth El and Naomi Wilensky of Tikkun v’Or, as well as
our IAUJC program chair, Marjorie Hoffman and Elaan Greenfield of the TBE
Religious School Board, for their vision in planning and hosting a community-wide
Purim carnival which was celebrated at The Space at GreenStar on Sunday March 12,
2017. The contributions and support of Temple Beth El and Tikkun v’Or were crucial.
Many co-sponsors including IAUJC assisted in making this effort possible: Avital’s
Apiaries, C.S.P. management, Cornell Hillel, Elaan Greenfield Designs, Heidi Oros,
Ithaca College Hillel, Lifespan Therapies, Linz Real Estate, Marcia Zax D.D.S.,
Sunny Days and Wegmans.
In keeping with the Purim theme of caring for the poor, the admission funds
collected were distributed among three charities designated by our leaders – the
Friendship Donation Network, the Women’s Opportunity Center, and the American
Jewish World Service.
In keeping with the mitzvah of being joyful on Purim, the carnival offered a
Bouncy House, Face Painting, Crafts, Music and Dancing, Balloon Creations, a
Magic Show and various games. Our Purim celebration was complete with a Megillah
reading, thanks to Rabbis Josh Krisch and Dovid Birk of Chabad.
A large and steady crowd filled The Space. Families both from within the
Jewish community and beyond were all invited and attended the festivities. I was
especially happy to see Reverend Rick Bair and Reverend Kirianne Weaver join us. I
took the opportunity to introduce community leaders who may not as yet have had a
chance to meet. Rabbi Ari Weiss, director of Cornell Hillel, and family joined us.
Student volunteers came from both Ithaca College and Cornell University.
What I think is so important is that as a community we join forces to make
good things happen. The richness of our democracy in the U.S. (with all its human
flaws) is that we can support each other’s unique contributions, even when some of
our priorities diverge. This Purim celebration is an example of how we can come
together.
Please take the time to explore the many programs supported by IAUJC. We
gratefully accept both designated and undesignated contributions. You can choose an
exact program where your funds will be used, or you may opt to support a rainbow of
Jewish charitable programs by making an undesignated contribution.
We look forward to partnering with all of you in enriching the quality of life in our
local and global community.
Marcia Zax, Chair
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Mother's Day
Lag B'Omer (5777)
Religious School
9:15-12

Religious School
9:15-12
Annual Members'
Meeting 1-3 pm

Yom HaZikaron (5777)
(Israel Memorial Day)
begins at sundown
Religious School
9:15-12

Sunday
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28

29

22

21

8

1

15

Memorial Day

Yom HaZikaron (5777),
Yom HaAtzmaut (5777)
(Israel Independence
Day)
begins at sundown

14

7

30

Monday

9

2

Shavout (5777)
begins at sundown
Shavuot service 7 pm
Anne Bussard

Board meeting 7-9 pm

30

23

16

Exec Committee meeting
7-9 pm

Yom HaAtzmaut (5777)

Tuesday

Shavout (5777)

Friendship Center
lunches 5:45 pm

Bookgroup 7 pm

Vav/Zayin
4:30-6 pm

Vav/Zayin
4:30-6 pm

3

31

24

17

10

Wednesday

Thursday
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1

25

18

11

4

No services

No services

Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 pm
Faith Rogow

Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 pm
Faith Rogow

Cinco de Mayo
Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 pm
Faith Rogow

Friday

2

26

19

12

5

6

20

13

Shabbat morning
9:15-10:30 am

Parashat Naso

Parashat Bamidbar

3

27

Parashat Behar-Bechukotai

Parashat Emor

Lag B'Omer (5777)
begins at sundown

Shabbat morning
9:15-10:30 am

Parashat Acharei-Kedoshim

Saturday

12

www.tikkunvor.org

www.tikkunvor.org

11

Father's Day

26

25

12

5

29

19

Adult Education with
Rabbi Brian
7-9 pm

Memorial Day

Monday

18

Program with Rabbi Brian
TBA

Vav Family & Students
meeting with Rabbi Brian
10 am - 12 pm

4

28

Difficult Conversations
Anne Brous
Time TBD

Sunday

Board meeting 7-9 pm

Executive Committee
Meeting
7-9 pm

Shavout (5777)
begins at sundown
Shavuot service 7 pm
Anne Bussard

Tuesday
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27

20

13

6

30

Summer Solstice
Friendship Center
lunches 5:45 pm

Flag Day

Shavout (5777)

28

21

14

7

31

Wednesday

29

22

15

8

1

Rabbi in residence 6/8-18

Thursday
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Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 pm
Peter Silberman

Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 pm
Carol & Sam Shama

Kabbalat Shabbat
Rabbi Brian

Kabbalat Shabbat
Rabbi Brian

No services

Friday

30

23

16

9

2

17

Parashat Chukat

Parashat Korach

1

24

8:45-9:30 Meditation
10 am Bar mitzvah
Max Rubenstein-Miller

Parshat Shelach

3

10

Havdalah 7:30 pm
Bat mitzvah Raia Gutman

8:45-9:30 am Meditation
10 am Bat mitzvah
Sasha Gozen-Keck

Parshat Behalotecha

Shabbat morning
9:15-10:30 am

Parashat Naso

Saturday

13
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for college students, young professionals,
and career transitioners
Sherry Burford, M.S., C.P.R.W.
607. 319 . 4982

sherry@horizonscareercoaching.com

www.horizonscareercoaching.com
• BAGELS • SMOKED FISH • SALADS • PASTRY • BREAD • CATERING

ITHACA BAKERY
Visit all our Ithaca locations!

N. Meadow Street
Triphammer Mall
College Ave. • N. Aurora St.
East Hill Plaza

COLLEGETOWN BAGELS
w w w . i t h a c a b a k e r y. c o m

Reliable Computer
Assistance

Free consultation.
Your satisfaction is guaranteed.
I can solve
many common problems.
There will be no charge if I cannot solve
your problem.

References provided.
Call Neil Snyder 607-533-4627
<neilsnyder6@gmail.com>
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Congregational Leadership

,udhvbn

Rabbi Brian Walt					
Administrative Coordinator and Religious School Director
Naomi Wilensky 256-1471
Bookkeeper
Sally Ezra
257-7017		
Presidents
Shawn Murphy
351-7898
Miranda Phillips 			
Vice President
Lauren Korfine
256-0132		
Past-Presidents
Nina Cummings 319-0298		
Dorothy Debbie
272-3893		
Scribe
Denice Cassaro
256-0373		
Treasurers
Nancy Saltzman 257-2036		
Peter Burford
319-4982		
At-Large Board Members
Laurie Willick
319-4235
Karen Schachere 273-2065		
Avodah Committee
Anne Brous
272-5535		
Building Committee
Caring Committee
Finance Committee
Jewish Education Committee
Israel/Palestine Committee
Racial Justice Committee
Program Committee
Action Again Hunger Committee
Welcoming & Membership Committee
Bereavement Support
Area Congregations Together (ACT)
Teens V’Or

The Tikkun v’Or Newsletter offers
free business-card sized ads to
all members, as space allows in
each issue. For non-members or
those who would like guaranteed
ad space, the fees are $30/issue or
$150 for 6 issues/one year. For more
information, please contact info@
tikkunvor.org or call 607-256-1471.
www.tikkunvor.org

Ann Hoffman
277-3260		
Anne Brous
272-5535		
Carol Shama
315 480-6365
Ira Brous		
272-5535		
Doug Stayman
280-8975		
Abby Thomas
836-1029
Alita Howard
347-4415
Lois Levitan			
Diana Levy
273-2708
Aron Gutman
277-0573
Harriet London
257-1502		
Ann Wexler
273-2191		
Sharon Ziegler
272-0680		
Patti Jacobson
279-3895		
Open
Ilana Goldstein			

rabbi@tikkunvor.org
naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org
sally_ezra@yahoo.com
presidents@tikkunvor.org
presidents@tikkunvor.org
lk79@cornell.edu
ncummings430@gmail.com
dorothynotwork@gmail.com
denicecassaro@gmail.c
nsse@mindspring.com
pburford@burfordbooks.com
lbwillick@hotmail.com
kschach1@twcny.rr.com
Anne@ithacabakery.com
annlhoffman@yahoo.com
Anne@ithacabakery.com
csshama462@gmail.com
ira@ithacabakery.com
dms43@cornell.edu
Abby.Thomas@cortland.edu
alitahoward@gmail.com
LCL3@cornell.edu
dlevy@twcny.rr.com
gutmanik@gmail.com
londonharriet@gmail.com
annwex1@gmail.com
ziegler.sharon@gmail.com
BereavementSupport@tikkunvor.org
teensvor@gmail.com

For updated calendar information,
call 607-256-1471
or check <www.tikkunvor.org>
LIKE us on Facebook!
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Congregation Tikkun v’Or
PO Box 3981
Ithaca NY 14852
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