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From Rabbi Brian Walt
Dear Friends,
I am writing this note just two weeks after Yom Kippur and have just spent some time planning
for the services during my November and December residencies in Ithaca that will include
Chanukah!
I am really looking forward to seeing you at all our services, classes and other events in
November and December but first I want to acknowledge the magic of our High Holyday services.
So many people join together to create the magic: the singers, the Torah readers, the poets, the
welcomers, the service coordinators, the people who share their thoughts and experiences, the
people who shlepp everything to and from the Hangar, the people who take care of the children’s
services, childcare and activities, the shofar blowers, the readers and on and on. It is truly
extraordinary how many people participate. When my daughter, Galya, was little she would say
with great excitement, ”Abba/Imma/Galya all together!” It sounded like one word. All the people
I mentioned and in fact everyone who was present for any service, together we all made it happen.
I want to express my profound thanks to everyone who helped to create such a meaningful and
joyful experience for all of us.
Many of you shared kind words about my various contributions and I am so grateful for your
feedback and for the opportunity to provide rabbinic leadership for this special community. I plan
to post my sermons on the website and by the time you read this letter you should find at least
some of them there.
And now it is time to move on. In November, I will be in Ithaca for a longer residency (two
consecutive Shabbatot). The services during this visit will be very diverse: a family Shabbat
service on Friday, Nov. 10 and a late service (7:30 pm) on Friday, November 17. I will lead a
regular Shabbat morning service on November 11, and a Shabbat service at which Amelia Colbdorf
will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, November 18. This will be the first time in a while
that we will have a family Shabbat service followed by a dish-to-pass Shabbat dinner and a regular
Shabbat morning service. As follow up to my sermon, we will have a short discussion of our
experiences of antisemitism after the Friday night service on November 17.
Please join us for any or all of these services.
In December, I will be in Ithaca from the fourth through the seventh day of Chanukah. We will
hold our communal Chanukah candlelighting and party on Friday, December 11. As we have done
in the past, we will celebrate Chanukah and International Human Rights Day with special readings
and discussion in our Shabbat morning service on Saturday, December 12.
As you know, I will be leading two adult education classes on what happened in 1948 and why
it matters. This class will look at the events of 1948 from at least two perspectives, the Israeli and
continued on next page
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the Palestinian. Understanding the events of 1948 is critical to
the resolution of the Israeli Palestinian conflict. It is already a
large class but I am so excited about this opportunity to engage a
large group in a respectful and very important conversation that
is so rare in the Jewish community. You can still register for the
class but we will cap the number of participants soon.
My upcoming visits will also include some precious time
with the students and parents of our school at our Sunday
morning farbrengen and also some family education sessions for
Bat/r Mitzvah families.
If you would like to schedule an appointment with me,
please contact Naomi as soon as possible.
I am looking forward to seeing you all.
Wishing you all everything of the best/Kol Tuv,
Rabbi Brian

Adult Education
Rabbi Brian will be presenting two sessions on “Hearing Both Sides: Israeli and Palestinian
Perspectives - What Happened in 1948 and Why Does it Matter?”
Monday, November 13 and Monday, December 18, from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at TVO.
Our goal is to deepen understanding of both Israeli and Palestinian perspectives on what
happened in 1948, a crucial year in the confict. For Israelis, 1948 marks the Declaration of
Independence of Israel as a Jewish state; for Palestinians, it marks the Nakhba, the catastrophe.
Rabbi Walt will facilitate discussion based on texts written by Israelis and Palestinian
historians, some poetry, and primary documents.
If there is interest, this class may be continued in 2018 with a similar class on 1967, another
pivotal year in the history of Israel/Palestine.
Readings for the class will be available in advance.
Tuition: $15 for TvO members, $30 for non-members
To register for this class, contact info@tikkunvor.org or 607-256-1471
November - December 2017
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Shabbat and Holidays
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KABBALAT SHABBAT / WELCOMING SHABBAT on Friday evenings
Friday, November 3 Shabbat in the Community (two hosts)
Friday November 3, 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Led by Carol and Sam Shama
Friday November 10, 6 p.m. Rabbi Brian Walt (see page 4)
Friday November 17, 7:30 p.m. Rabbi Brian Walt (see page 4)
Friday November 24 No services scheduled
Friday December 1 6:15 p.m. dinner, 7:00 p.m. service
			
Led by Cantor Abbe and bet/gimel (2nd and 3rd grade)students
Friday December 8 No services scheduled 			
Shabbat in the Community
Friday December 15 Chanukah Celebration
Friday December 22 Leader TBA
Friday December 29 No services scheduled
SHABBAT MORNING Saturdays
Saturday, November 11 Rabbi Brian Walt (see page 4)
Saturday, November 18 Rabbi Brian Walt (see page 4)
Bat Mitzvah: Amelia Colbdorf, daughter of Michael
Dorf and Sherry Colb
Saturday, December 4, 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. Led by Miranda Phillips
Saturday, December 16 Rabbi Brian Walt (see page 5)

Shabbat in the Community
Each month we are having a small Shabbat in the Community events with just two
host families, to continue the tradition of sharing a Shabbat meal in each other’s homes
all year round. We hope that each TvO member could attend one of the smaller Shabbat in
the Community dinners in addition to the large one. Online sign-ups for all Shabbat in the
Community events will be announced via email.
We are looking for hosts! If you are interested in hosting (hosts are expected to have
anywhere from 4-15 guests, and to coordinate a potluck dinner) please contact either Peter
Silberman at <silbermanp@gmail.com> or Annie Wexler <annwex1@gmail.com>.
Small Shabbat in the Communities (two host families needed for each).
11/3/17 * 1/12/18 * 2/2/18 * 3/16/18
There will also be services at 7:30 p.m. on these nights.
Large Shabbat in the Community (eight host families needed)): 12/8/17
There will not be services scheduled at TvO this evening
Shabbat in the Community is one of TvO’s most popular events. At Shabbat in the
Community, several congregation members host Shabbat pot-luck dinners in their homes.
Dinners may include a short candle-lighting service and a discussion question, or just festive
eating and conversation. Shabbat in the Community is a great way for TvO members to get to
know each other in an informal setting.
www.tikkunvor.org
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Weekends with Rabbi Brian
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10 6-8 p.m.
Family Shabbat service and dish-to-pass dinner
Rabbi Brian Walt and Azameyra, the TVO singers, directed by Marnie Kamp
6:00 p.m. Shabbat Family Service
6:30 p.m. Shabbat meal - Bring a veggie/dairy dish to pass (please label with ingredients)
7:15 -8 p.m. Singing and Folk Dancing - young children can of course be taken home earlier!
Join us for a short family-friendly Shabbat service followed by Shabbat dinner. The evening
includes a short Kabbalat Shabbat service with Shabbat table rituals, personal reflection and
a teaching by the rabbi appropriate for children and adults. Following the meal there will be
communal folk dancing and singing with our own band.
This will be a great evening for people of all ages! Come meet new people and strengthen
connections with others in the community. Whether you know very little about Shabbat, or if you
celebrate it every week, you will leave with a neshama yetera (the extra soul) - the gift of Shabbat.
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 11
Torah Portion: Chayei Sarah (The life of Sarah)
9:00 (please arrive by 8:50) - 9:45 a.m. Silent Meditation and Chanting with Rabbi Brian
A special opportunity for some quiet reflection and contemplation to begin Shabbat morning.
Rabbi Brian shares a kavvanah (spiritual intention and teaching) followed by a niggun (wordless
melody) and a period of silent meditation. We generally do this three times. No prior experience
with meditation or chanting, is necessary, just a willingness to sit quietly and listen to what is in
and around you. We invite you to try it out.
10-10:45 a.m.
Shabbat morning service
		 For the first time in a while, Rabbi Brian will be leading a regular Shabbat morning service.
10:45-11:10 a.m. Torah Reading
11:10-11:50 a.m. Torah Study and Discussion
The Torah portion tells the story of Abraham buying a burial plot for Sarah from Ephron,
the Hittite. This burial plot, now known as the Cave of Machpela is believed to be the burial
place for all the patriarchs and matriarchs except Rachel. It has also been a pivotal issue in
the bloody conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. We will study the text of the transaction
between Abraham and Ephron and look at the way this text has been understood in Jewish
history from Biblical times through today. We will also look at Project Hayei Sarah, a project of
T’ruah/Rabbis for Human Rights and Breaking the Silence, focusing on personal experiences of
Israelis, Palestinians and American Jews in Hebron. You can access Project Hayei Sarah at www.
hayeysarah.org.
12:00 p.m.
Kiddush and Lunch.
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 17
7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Service: Amelia Colbdorf, who will be celebrating her bat
mitzvah this Shabbat, will lead Kiddush and parts of our Kabbalat Shabbat (welcoming Shabbat)
service. The service will include joyful music, heartfelt prayer and silent meditation.
8:45-9:30 p.m. Sharing our experiences of antisemitism: A conversation.
On Yom Kippur Rabbi Brian gave a sermon on antisemitism. You can find a copy of the
sermon on our website. Following the service, we will share our varied experiences of antisemitism
and the impact it has had on our lives.
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 18
Torah Portion: Toldot (Generations, the life of Jacob & Esau)
		 Shabbat Morning Service and Bat Mitzvah of Amelia Colbdorf,
		 daughter of Sherry Colb and Michael Dorf
9:00 (please arrive by 8:50) - 9:45 a.m Silent Meditation and Chanting with Rabbi Brian
A special opportunity for some quiet reflection and contemplation to begin Shabbat morning.
Rabbi Brian shares a kavvanah (spiritual intention and teaching) followed by a niggun (wordless
melody) and short period of silent meditation. No prior experience with meditation or chanting, is
necessary, just a willingness to be quiet and listen to what is in and around you.
10:00 – 10:40 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service
10:40-11:20 a.m.
Torah Reading
11:20 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Amelia’s dvar Torah, haftarah, community conversation & blessings
12:00 -12:15 p.m.
Concluding Prayers
12:15 p.m.
Kiddush/Lunch
Amelia Colbdorf will be called to the Torah in honor of her bat mitzvah. Amelia will explore
the meaning of a theme in her Torah portion and invite us all to reflect on its meaning for us.
We hope that many congregants will come to the service. Bnai mitzvah services are communal
events at which we welcome the young person into our community. Please join us as we celebrate
with Amelia and her family.

DECEMBER 15-16 SHABBAT CHANUKAH & HUMAN RIGHTS SHABBAT
“Not by might, nor by power of arms, but by Spiritual Presence”
(from special haftarah/prophetic portion for Shabbat Chanukah)
FRIDAY DECEMBER 15
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Chanukah Candle Lighting
Service and Latke Party
Join us for a magical night of Shabbat and Chanukah light and
joy. Bring your own chanukiyah/menorah and candles for the 4th
night and help us fill our sanctuary with light. In the candlelight, we
will sing songs, tell stories and eat latkes and think about how we can
bring the light of love, justice and human rights for all into our world.
Please come 10-15 minutes early to set up your menorahs with
candles, and join us for a family-friendly and fun service!
SATURDAY DECEMBER 16
9:00 (please arrive by 8:50) - 9:45 a.m Silent Meditation and Chanting with Rabbi Brian
A special opportunity for some quiet reflection and contemplation to begin Shabbat morning.
Rabbi Brian shares a kavvanah (spiritual intention and teaching) followed by a niggun (wordless
melody) and short period of silent meditation. No prior experience with meditation or chanting, is
necessary, just a willingness to be quiet and listen to what is in and around you.
10-10:45
Shabbat morning service
10:45-11:10 Torah Reading and reading of the International Declaration of Human Rights
11:10-12:00 Torah Study and discussion about human rights
12:15 p.m. Kiddush and Lunch
www.tikkunvor.org
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Co-Presidents’ Words						
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Shana Tova! Miranda and I were moved by the participation of so many members, new and
longtime, who helped in so many different ways over Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Thank you
all so much for making this time of year so very special for our community.
Last year on Rosh Hashanah, I spoke about my excitement around the ongoing energy projects
at our building and how we would be dramatically cutting our carbon footprint by up to 95%; this
year I touched on building expansion.
This past spring/summer the TvO board asked a handful of its members to come together with a
goal of reaching out to the congregation and engaging our community in discussions about whether
the time is right to expand our building and, if so, what our members are looking for.
You may have seen the display at high holidays with a brief overview of why we were looking
at expansion now, what a building expansion could mean, and to consider attending a listening
session to share your own ideas. In order to hear more about the process from the working group
and for us to hear your ideas, two listening sessions have been scheduled:
Session 1: Sunday, 11/5, 10:00–11:00 am
The Robin’s Nest Preschool (Just down the road from TvO)
Session 2: Thursday, 11/16, 7:00–8:00 p.m. at Tikkun v’Or
The exploratory group and TvO board want to hear your thoughts and hope you’ll be able to
attend.
Additionally, November is the time when we put out a call to
our members! To those not already sitting on the TvO board, please
consider participating in the nominating workgroup. The nominating
workgroup consists of a minimum of 3 volunteers whose goal is
to help canvas and select folks to comprise a slate of nominees for
any upcoming board vacancies. If this sounds like it might interest
you, please reach out to either me or Miranda to let us know of your
desire to serve TvO in this important capacity or simply for more
information; we look forward to hearing from you.
Again, I hope to see many of you at the listening sessions next
month and lastly would like to wish you all many blessings for a
joyful autumn…nature’s grand finale,
				-- Shawn Murphy, Co-President

Sherry Colb and Michael Dorf
invite you to join us as our daughter

Amelia Joelle Colbdorf
is called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah
Saturday, Nov. 18, 2017, at 10 a.m.
Vegan Oneg to follow
November - December 2017
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Dinner and a Movie
Join us for Season 8 of Dinner and a Movie!
The “Semi-Obscure Films of Jewish Interest” movie queue has been dusted off, Arthur has
rescued the big cook pots from their lonely storage shelf in the garage and we’re ready to begin
again, in this season of beginnings (L’Shana Tova/Happy New Year!). If you close your eyes
perhaps it will come back to you, the delightful aroma of home cooking with Arthur’s special
touch, warming the soul on a dark and cold winter’s evening.
Keep your eyes closed! We’re still reminiscing, people!
So many great films! Stories of rascals and cowards and heroes, mothers and daughters, a
talking cat, frozen soup, expensive fruit, a forbidden bicycle, mysteries, loss, secrets and more
often than not, redemption.
Whether you’re an old-timer or a new-comer, we hope you’re ready to begin again too.
There’s nothing better than the sound of “welcomes” and “how are you’s” simmering around
the table, the sound of murmurs and sighs and laughter when the lights go down and the story
unreels on the screen.
So mark your calendars! Food is served at 6:30 and films begin promptly at 7:00. Be sure
to arrive early to maximize your schmooze time! This is not a publicly advertised event but all
human beings are most welcome so feel free to bring friends. There is no charge but a small
voluntary donation is requested. All events take place at Tikkun v’Or/Ithaca Reform Temple,
2550 N Triphammer Rd. Feel free to contact Jonathan Plotkin with any questions at 607-2273618 or jjplotkin@gmail.com.
The Wedding Plan
					
Saturday, November 4, 6:30 p.m.
As the owner of a mobile petting zoo, 30-something Mihal doesn’t exactly fit the stereotype
of an Israeli Haredi (strictly orthodox) woman. So it’s not entirely a surprise that she doesn’t
respond as you might expect when her fiancé breaks off their engagement – she proceeds to
plan the wedding anyway, trusting in God to provide the groom. Mihal’s endearing, quirky,
steadfast and heartfully funny journey draws you in. And then, “The Wedding Plan” invites
you to dive deeper. What does it means to truly suspend disbelief, to truly have faith? (2017,
110 minutes, Hebrew with subtitles)
Mr. Gaga: A True Story of Love and Dance
Saturday, December 2, 6:30 p.m.
Bring to mind something that brings you joy, something simple, like jumping high in the
air and rolling onto the grass. What if you were able to follow the thread of that joy wherever
it might lead? This is the story of how Ohad Naharin becomes a stubbornly original and
powerful force within the world of contemporary dance. In the process, he invents Gaga, a
movement vocabulary that animates the fascinating rehearsals and mesmerizing performances
at the heart of the film. Bring to mind something that brings you joy, something simple, like
sharing a winter evening with friends... who knows where that thread may lead? (2015, 100
minutes, English and Hebrew with subtitles
Future Tentative Dates: January 13 * February 10 * March 10
See you soon!
											-JP

www.tikkunvor.org
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Religious School
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Starting the school year with the Jewish
holidays is always exciting! We were so happy
to see children at high holidays, participating
in services, watching our recent bnai mitzvah
and teens carry the Torah, playing with with
high holiday bags, and blowing shofarot. We
then enjoyed shaking the lulav and etrog in
the sukkah and dancing and singing with the
Torah and honoring our newest students of
Gan and Kitah Alef t v,hf (K/grade 1): Ava
Blankstein, Jake Fontaine, Oliver Monroe,
Miles Cohen, Isaac Green, and Aviya Schwartz
(as well as our older new students - Ava
Fontaine, Jojo Barbash, Bram Elia, and Audrey
Green).
Kitah Bet/Gimel d/c v,hf (grades 2/3)
students have been fortunate to have an
abundance of teachers and parents to help them
learn about the fall holidays and the alef-bet.
Thanks to Lauren Monroe and Jeff Bercuvitz
for assisting Paul Machlin and Moriah Tebor
with this fun class!
Kitah Daled/Hey v/s v,hf (grades 4/5)
students are exploring Am Yisrael - the people
of Israel (strugglers with God) and Eretz
Yisrael (the land of Israel). They also heard
words from Sinai directly from Moshe (aka
their madrich Noah Friedman).

Kitah Vav/ Zayin u/z v,hf (grade 6/7)
discusses each weekly Torah portion. They
have explored the life and death of Moses, and
several elements of trees -- how the Torah is a
tree of life and the family trees of the Torah.
On November 5 we’ll be welcoming Joannie
Calem, a folk singer for all ages and all
abilities, with Jewish learning about inclusion
and standing up against bullying. Parents are
invited to join us from 11 am -12 pm. Teachers
and madrichim will also have a special
workshop with her after school.
Sundays November 12 & December 17
9:15-10 a.m. Farbrengen (gathering) with
Rabbi Brian
10:15-11:45 a.m. Rabbi Brian will meet with
7th grade parents at Robin’s Nest Preschool
(54 Burdick Hill Rd)
On December 17, 11 am-12 pm, we’ll also
have special guests, representatives from
URJ Camp Eisner, Crane Lake Camp, and
6 Points Sci-Tech. It’s time to start thinking
about Jewish summer camp! Ask Naomi about
camps and camperships!

Teens V’Or
We’re very excited to have Samantha Butlein as our new Teen’s V’Or advisor this year!
The teens met in October for a bagel brunch, pumpkin decorating, and planning the year.
Coming up soon is a discussion about Jewish identity and a latke party with Temple Beth-El
on Saturday, December 2 from 6-7:30 p.m. Teens will be making lunches for the Friendship
Center in January.
Teens age 13 and up are invited to join anytime! Contact Samantha <sbutlien@ithaca.edu>.
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A FREE* writing workshop led by Zee Zahava
Sunday, November 5, 2-4 p.m.
at Congregation Tikkun v'Or,
2550 Triphammer Rd, Ithaca
This is an opportunity to write and share stories about our families & food.
Zee will lead us in an exciting workshop,
providing a safe, supportive, and stimulating environment
for writing and sharing our stories with one another.
Maybe you have a funny memory to capture on paper;
perhaps there's a tragic tale you want to tell; or something in-between.
Whatever you choose, it will be the right thing.
We all have family food stories, don't we?
Let's come together and share them!
The workshop is limited to 15 participants.
To sign up, contact info@tikkunvor.org or call 607-256-1471.
*The workshop is free but we are asking participants to make a small donation
to be presented to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier.

Feeding the Hungry: Machil Re’avim		
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Thanks to Ken Birman and Anne Neirynck for making lunches for the Rescue Mission
Friendship Center in September.
Thanks also to the TVO Feeding the Hungry Fund for additional financial support and Paul
Debbie for delivering the lunches to the Friendship Center.
Our next lunchmaking date is December 27.
If you can help, please, contact Dorothy Debbie at dorothynotwork@gmail.com or 2723893.
For those of you who would like to help out but can’t come make the lunches, you can still
contribute financially to the lunchmaking. The temple has a Feeding the Hungry Fund that
you can contribute to and these contributions will be used to reimburse the person who buys
the supplies.

www.tikkunvor.org
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Membership & Welcoming Committee		
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Welcome back to member Gary Lindenbaum!
The best way to support Tikkun v’Or is by becoming a member. For more information contact
Ann Wexler <annwex1@gmail.com>

Mazel Tov		

					 			 cuy kzn

Kol Hakavod to TVO member Joan Abrams, who received the 2017 Laura Holmberg Award,
sponsored by the Women’s Fund of the Community Foundation of Tompkins Country, for
outstanding volunteer leadership.
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Donors		

								

Thank you to our recent donors:
Building Fund:
Jason Warshof & Diana Baker
Myles Gideon
Roger Freeman
Social Action Fund:
Jason Warshof & Diana Baker
Yvonne Fisher
Miriam Biatch
General Fund
Leah Horwitz
Robert Goldberg & Rosalie Richter-Goldberg
Wendy Wallit & Rupert Spies
George & Nancy Schuler
Melissa & Peter Enns
Robin Botie
Ira Kamp & Marne O’Shae
Nina Miller
Burton & Libby Hoffman
Neesa Levine
Marilyn Selman
Beth McKinney
Andy Mager
Sanford Gutman
Aaron Sachs & Christine Evans
Ann Wexler & Tony Gaenslen, in honor of Rabbi
Brian, Miranda, Jeff, Marne and the singers for an
inspiring holiday

vesm

Jane Mendle
Jerome & Pamela Weisberg
Jerry & Cathy Zimmerman
Eva, Arnold, Nicky & Anna Young
Miriam Biatch
Pamela Frank & Louis Scafuri, with thanks for the
welcome to Rosh Hashanah services
Ruby Gerson
Janie Carasik
Donna Pierre
David Ruth
Alice Bael
Carol Bushberg, in honor of Cantor Abbe Lyons,
with thanks for her mentorship
Mark & Judith Bercuvitz, with special thanks to
Rabbi Brian
Jason Warshof & Diana Baker
Yvonne Fisher
Miriam Biatch
General Fund for Yizkor:
Corinne Stern
Robin & Edward Dubovi
Stephen & Debra Rovitz
Drew & Liesl Margolin
Thanks to the Ithaca Area United Jewish
Community (IAUJC) for a grant to support our
Religious School and congregation through tuition
assistance.

Condolences								

ohnujb,

Condolences to Laurie Willick, Alexi Zentner, and Zoey and Sabine on the loss of Laurie’s
father, Sanford Melvin “Sandy” Willick, on September 16.
WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE LEFTOVERS FROM THE ONEG? DINNERS OR PARTIES?
No Need to Eat Them All!
Clean food is welcome
at the Friendship Center (618 W. State St. across from Kinkos)
Monday - Friday 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM phone 273-6684
Outside of those hours, call the shelter
at 273-9177 to arrange to deliver food.
www.tikkunvor.org
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Many Thanks		
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Thanks to:
• Recent service leaders: Faith Rogow, Anne Bussard, Peter Silberman, Carol and Sam Shama, Anne
Wexler and Tony Gaenslen, Anne Brous;
• Oneg hosts: Annie Wexler and Tony Gaenslen, Jen Kagan, Patti Jacobson, Fran Markover, Jeni and
David Rhodes, Mark and Sara Pruce;
• Annie Wexler and Sherry Burford for hosting the TVO Open House.
• Miranda Phillips for leading Shabbat morning services;
• Thanks to Anne Brous for leading Selichot;
• Thanks to Shawn Murphy and Rabbi Brian Walt for hosting the Interfaith Community Dinner
at Tikkun v’Or, and to Sara Schaffzin, Joan Friedman, Virginia Ubari, and Anne Brous for
helping out.
• Thanks to sukkah builders Shawn Murphy, Lauren and Oliver Monroe, Melissa and Sonia
Enns, Peter Silberman, Jen Kagan, and Beth Cohen. Thanks to Steve Hoffman for the corn
stalks for the schach (roof);
• Thanks to those who helped with highway cleanup: Ted Schiele, Peter Silberman, Jen Kagan,
Joe Yavitt, Josh Friedman, Joan Friedman, and Shawn Murphy.
High Holidays at Tikkun v’Or require the help of many people. We are grateful for everyone’s help.
We hope we have not left anyone off this list. If so, we apologize in advance – please know that your
work did not go unnoticed!
• First, we thank Rabbi Brian Walt for leading our beautiful services;
• And thanks to Miranda Phillips and Shawn Murphy for their congregational leadership;
• Special thanks to Josh and Joan Friedman, Adam Zonder, Emily Kadish and Michelle Blau and the
Hangar Theatre, for providing us with such a perfect space and making sure that everything ran
smoothly;
• Special thanks to Marne OShae Kamp for her amazing leadership of Azameyra, the TVO
songleaders, Jeff Bercuvitz, Lauren Korfine, Tamar Kushnir, Richard Rosenfeld, Lise Rosenfeld,
Karen Wyatte, and Adina Wilensky.
• Special thanks to Diana Levy for the new supplements.
Many thanks also to:
• Elly Frankel for overall coordination;
• Service coordinators: Ann Hoffman, Diana Levy, Harriet London, Sue Merkel, Judy Saul;
• Miranda Phillips as shalicha tzibor;
• Coordinating Yizkor names: Peter Silberman;
• Lise Rosenfeld for organizing readers;
• Judy Saul for organizing ritual logistics;
• Torah readers: Richard Rosenfield, Lise Rosenfield, Peter Silberman, Noa Shapiro-Tamir, Dave
Tedayan;
• Haftorah reader: Faith Rogow;
• Gabbai: Patti Jacobson;
• Shofar blowers: Peter Silberman, Ann Bussard, Jeff Bercuvitz, Adina Wilensky;
• Kol Nidre musicians: Linus Berggren and Chris White, and Jeff Bercuvitz;
• Sharing original poetry: Fran Markover, Beth Cohen (reading her sister-in-laws poem);
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•

Lise and Richard Rosenfeld for taking care of the Torah and rolling it to its proper spot in
between the holidays, and to Peter Buford for transporting the Torah;
• Isaiah Challenge speakers: Simone Thornton and Wendy Gonyea and Onandaga Nation School
students Secorrah Benedic, Makiya Lazore, and Jonaca Thornton;
• Jen Kagan and Tony Gaenslen for coordinating with our guests;
• Ira Kamp for leading meditation;
• Jyoti (Jodi Kessler) for leading yoga;
And to:
• Rabbi Brian for bringing three beautiful shofarot to our congregation, and to Corinne Stern for
providing perfect storage bags for them.
• Diana Levy and Bruce Fabens for set up and flowers and the new Torah table cover:
• Barbara Harrison, Mara Sapon-Shevin, Lois Levitan and Martha Armstrong, Jen Savran-Kelly,
Denice Cassaro, Grace Horowitz, Sam Shama, and Carol Shama for oneg set ups and clean ups;
• Elly Frankel, Wendy Keningsburg, Sarah Rubenstein-Gillis, Christine Evans, Mary Biggs for
cutting apples;
• Karen Shachaere, Sara Schaffzin, Abby Thomas, Esty Schachter, Beth Milles, Mihal Ronen for
setting up and re-piling books;
• Aron Gutman and Arthur Birnbaum for coordinating the break the fast, with help from Mary
Biggs, Claudia Brenner, Noa Shapiro-Tamir, and Joan Friedman;
• Ithaca Bakery (truck) Anne Brous, Ira Brous, Karen Suskin , Robin Dubovi, Ed Dubovi, Joe
Yavitt, Nancy Schuler, Fran Markover, Lois Levitan, Martha Armstrong, Steve Hoffman, Ron
Schoneman for help moving to and from Hangar Theatre;
• Fran Markover, Tony Gaenslen, Will Fudeman for coordinating GIAC donations;
• Shira Reisman and Kenny Berkowitz for leading children’s services, with help from Jemma
Anderson, Duffy Berkowitz, Maya Blanchard and Sam Sachs;
• Naomi Wilensky, Joan Friedman, and the Jewish Education Committee for creating High
Holiday Fun bags for children;
• Ilana Wilensky, Orry Segol, and Fiona McMeekin for childcare;
• All the many readers, greeters, candle lighters, those who came up for Torah honors, honey cake
bakers, break-the fast cooks, and all those who helped and participated in so many ways!

Tribute cards are an easy way to acknowledge
lifecycle events (simchas, yahrzeits, memorials,
expressions of appreciation and thanks),
while reinforcing our community connections,
and supporting our financial needs.
Each card sent is a donation to our synagogue.
For more information, contact Sherry Burford
at <sherry@tikkunvor.org> or at (607) 319-4982.

www.tikkunvor.org

Are you looking for a beautiful space
for a workshop,
retreat, meeting or family celebration?
How about renting Tikkun v’Or?
Gorgeous views, free parking, quiet
location, peaceful surroundings
& reasonable rental fees.
Contact <info@tikkunvor.org>
or call (607) 256-1471
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In the Community

					

LECTURE: “Modernity in the Sephardi Diaspora: The Case of Ottoman Izmir”
Wednesday, November 1, 4:30 pm at 110 White Hall, 815 University Ave
Using the Sephardi community of Ottoman Izmir as a case study, this talk by Dina Danon,
Assistant Professor of Judaic Studies at Binghamton University will trace how “modernity” was
imagined and constructed in a longstanding Jewish community in the Islamic world. Drawing on a
large body of previously untapped Ladino archival material, the talk will underscore how the view
from the Islamic world invites us to rethink prevailing conceptual paradigms of Jewish modernity
that have been governed largely by the study of European Jewries.
Sponsored by the Cornell Jewish Studies Program
TBILISI, GEORGIA Sunday, November 12, 3:30- 5 pm
Temple Beth El Social Hall (corner of Court and Tioga St)
United Area Jewish Community invites all to hear from Cornell students who traveled to the
Republic of Georgia, on a trip co-sponsored by the Joint Distribution Committee and Cornell
Hillel. They will share their experiences working with the elderly and underserved Jewish
populations in Tblisi, Georgia.

November - December 2017
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Ithaca Area United Jewish Community
Honoring Our Past, Shaping Our Future
Working Together - October 2017

BOARD MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS

Marcia Zax
Board Chair
Miri Birk
Secretary
Edward Weissman
Treasurer
Ariel Avgar
Alan Blankstein
Marcus Brody
Richard Ehrlich
Ann Erlich, Nominating
Committee Chair
Howard Erlich, Allocations &
Endowment & Investment
Committees Chair
Rabbi Scott Glass, ex officio
Lauren Goldberg, ex officio
Marjorie Hoffman,
Campaign Committee Chair
Program Chair
Sara Kabakov
Sara Kranzler
Andi Krisch
Sherrie Negrea
John Rosenthal
Rabbi Eli Silberstein, ex officio
David Sinefeld
Tehia Sinefeld
Rabbi Ari Weiss, ex officio
Naomi Wilensky, ex officio
David Sagan, Data Supervisor
PO BOX 4214
ITHACA, NY
14852-4214
email: info@iaujc.org
www.iaujc.org
Look for us on Facebook

As we embark on the Jewish New Year, we would like to thank and highlight our local
Jewish organizations that work with us to foster a vibrant Jewish community. Programs
brought to our community by the varied local Jewish organizations are generally open to the
community and publicized on the community calendar at our website www.iaujc.org. We
would like to thank Temple Beth El, Chabad of Ithaca, Hillels at Cornell University and
Ithaca College, Congregation Tikkun v’Or and the Jewish Studies programs at Cornell and
Ithaca College for inviting us to their programs and working with us on the programs that we
host. A very grateful thank-you goes to the many donors who provide the necessary funding
to make this all happen.
Some of our board members have been active in IAUJC since they arrived in Ithaca, up to 4
decades ago, and some have only recently made Ithaca their home. We are thankful for their
energy and devotion.
Preserving tradition and welcoming innovation are both important as we work to sustain our
Pillars:
-Supporting a Thriving Local Jewish Community
-Engaging the Next Generation
-Caring for Jews in Need Globally and Locally
-Supporting a Vibrant Israel
We are proud to support efforts that reach beyond the Jewish community - partnering with
Jewish Federations in support of emergency campaigns and locally supporting Ithaca
Welcomes Refugees in its project to provide childcare for immigrant parents who are
attending English language classes.

Thanks to the anonymous donor family that established the IAUJC Humanitarian Aid to
Israel Fund, in recent years we have made meaningful contributions to 4 key programs that

help the neediest in Southern Israel:
Lunch N Learn in Dimona
Youth Futures in Dimona
Ethiopian National Project’s SPACE (School Performance and Community
Empowerment) program in Beer Sheva
AMIT Elaine Silver Technological High School.

These programs provide targeted educational support, hot meals, and social development to
the school children and their families. If you are traveling in Israel and would like to visit
any of these programs, this can be arranged through the Jewish Federation of North America,
together with partners Jewish Agency for Israel and AMIT. I try to visit a program on my
trips to Israel and was pleased to visit all four programs in October 2017. I would be happy to
share more information in person with all who are interested. If you would like to contact us
regarding this option, or with any comments or suggestions, please write to us at
info@iaujc.org
Marcia Zax, Board Chair

www.tikkunvor.org
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No Religious School

Religious School
9:15-12

Religious School
9:15-12
9:15-10 farbrengen
10:15-11:45 7th grade
parent mtg
PJ Library Program
Buffalo St Books 1-2 pm

6

30

13

20

27

19

26

Adult Ed with Rabbi Brian
7-9 pm

Monday

12

Religious School 9:15-12
10-11 Building Exploration
Listening Session
Joannie Calem 11-12 /
12:30-1:30
2-4 Writing Workshop
with Zee Zahava

Daylight Saving Time
ends

Religious School
9:15-12
TVO Board retreat

Sunday

TVO board mtg
7-9

Election Day
Lansing voting site

Halloween

Tuesday

28

21

14

7

31

Midweek 4:30-6

No midweek class

Midweek 4:30-6

8

1

29

22

15

Private rental 8:30-3:45

Midweek 4:30-6

Midweek 4:30-6

Wednesday

Thanksgiving Day

Building Listening
Session 7-8 pm

Rabbi in Residence
11/9-11/20

Thursday

30

23

16

9

2

Friday

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:15 p.m. dinner, 7:00
p.m. service
Cantor Abbe and
bet/gimel students

No services scheduled

Kabbalat Shabbat
Rabbi Brian
7:30 pm

Shabbat service &
dinner
Rabbi Brian
6-8 pm

Shabbat in the
Community dinner
Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 pm.
Led by Carol & Sam
Shama
oneg: Anne Brous

November 2017 - Tikkun v'Or

1

24

17

10

3

Shabbat morning
9:30-10:45 am
Miranda Phillips
Dinner & a Movie
Mr Gaga 6:30 pm

Parashat Vayishlach

2

25

18
Parashat Toldot
9 am Meditation
10 a.m. Shabbat morning
service
Rabbi Brian
bat mitzvah: Amelia
Colbdorf

Parashat Vayeitzei

4

11
Parashat Chayei Sarah
9 am Meditation
10 a.m. Shabbat morning
service
Rabbi Brian Walt

Veterans Day

Dinner & a Movie
6:30 pm The Wedding Plan

Parashat Vayera

Saturday

16
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New Year's Eve

Christmas Eve

31

New Year's Day

1

25

24

Christmas Day

18

17

Adult Ed with Rabbi Brian
7-9 pm

11

10

27

4

Monday

3

26

Religious School
9:15-10 farbrengen
10:15-11:45 7th grade
parent mtg
11-12 URJ Camps program

Religious School
9:15-12
Hannukah Festival &
Concert
Temple Beth-El
9 am - 3 pm

Religious School
9:15-12

No Religious School

Sunday

TVO Board mtg
7-9 pm

Hanukkah (5778)
(Chanukah)
begins at sundown

Tuesday

2

26

19

12

5

28

Lunches for the
Friendship Center

Midweek 4:30-6

Hanukkah (5778)
(Chanukah)
Midweek 4:30-6

Midweek 4:30-6

Midweek 4:30-6

3

27

20

13

6

29

Wednesday

Winter Solstice

Rabbi in residence
12/14 - 12/19

Thursday

4

28

21

14

7

30

Friday

No services scheduled

No services scheduled

Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 pm

5

29

22

15

8

1

Chanukah Celebration
Candlelighting & Dinner
5:30 pm

Shabbat in the
Community

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:15 p.m. dinner, 7:00
p.m. service
Cantor Abbe and
bet/gimel students

December 2017 - Tikkun v'Or

Parashat Shemot

Parashat Vayechei

Parashat Vayigash

Rabbi Brian

9

2

16

6

30

23

9 am Meditation
10 a.m. Shabbat morning
service

Parashat Miketz

Parashat Vayeshev

Shabbat morning
9:30-10:45 am
Miranda Phillips
Dinner & a Movie
Mr Gaga 6:30 pm

Parashat Vayishlach

Saturday

17
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for college students, young professionals,
and career transitioners
Sherry Burford, M.S., C.P.R.W.
607. 319 . 4982

sherry@horizonscareercoaching.com

www.horizonscareercoaching.com

• BAGELS • SMOKED FISH • SALADS • PASTRY • BREAD • CATERING

ITHACA BAKERY
Visit all our Ithaca locations!

N. Meadow Street
Triphammer Mall
College Ave. • N. Aurora St.
East Hill Plaza

COLLEGETOWN BAGELS
w w w . i t h a c a b a k e r y. c o m

November - December 2017
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Congregational Leadership

,udhvbn

Rabbi Brian Walt					
Administrative Coordinator and Religious School Director
Naomi Wilensky 256-1471
Bookkeeper
Sally Ezra
257-7017		
Presidents
Shawn Murphy
351-7898
Miranda Phillips 277-1241		
Vice President
Lauren Korfine
256-0132		
Shira Reisman
Past-Presidents
Nina Cummings 319-0298		
Dorothy Debbie
272-3893		
Scribe
Denice Cassaro
256-0373		
Treasurers
Nancy Saltzman 257-2036		
Peter Burford
319-4982		
At-Large Board Members
Laurie Willick
319-4235
Sherry Altman
882-0118		
Avodah Committee
Anne Brous
229-2592		
Peter Silberman
273-5414
Building Committee
Anne Brous
272-5535		
Caring Committee
Carol Shama
315 480-6365
Finance Committee
Ira Brous		
272-5535		
Doug Stayman
280-8975		
Jewish Education Committee
Abby Thomas
836-1029
Alita Howard
347-4415
Israel/Palestine Committee
Lois Levitan			
Racial Justice Committee
Diana Levy
273-2708
Program Committee
Aron Gutman
277-0573
Action Again Hunger Committee
Harriet London
257-1502		
Welcoming & Membership Committee
Ann Wexler
273-2191		
Sharon Ziegler
272-0680		
Bereavement Support Committee
Patti Jacobson
279-3895		
Area Congregations Together (ACT)
Open
Teens V’Or
Samantha Butlein

The Tikkun v’Or Newsletter offers
free business-card sized ads to
all members, as space allows in
each issue. For non-members or
those who would like guaranteed
ad space, the fees are $30/issue or
$150 for 6 issues/one year. For more
information, please contact info@
tikkunvor.org or call 607-256-1471.
www.tikkunvor.org

rabbi@tikkunvor.org
naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org
sally_ezra@yahoo.com
presidents@tikkunvor.org
presidents@tikkunvor.org
lk79@cornell.edu
ncummings430@gmail.com
dorothynotwork@gmail.com
denicecassaro@gmail.c
nsse@mindspring.com
pburford@burfordbooks.com
lbwillick@hotmail.com
sherra37@gmail.com
Anne@ithacabakery.com
silbermanp@gmail.com
Anne@ithacabakery.com
csshama462@gmail.com
ira@ithacabakery.com
dms43@cornell.edu
Abby.Thomas@cortland.edu
alitahoward@gmail.com
LCL3@cornell.edu
dlevy@twcny.rr.com
gutmanik@gmail.com
londonharriet@gmail.com
annwex1@gmail.com
ziegler.sharon@gmail.com
BereavementSupport@tikkunvor.org

For updated calendar information,
call 607-256-1471
or check <www.tikkunvor.org>
LIKE us on Facebook!
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Congregation Tikkun v’Or
PO Box 3981
Ithaca NY 14852
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