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A very heartfelt greeting to each of you, our treasured Tikkun v’Or community! As we begin
our two-year partnership with you, we enter knowing we are part of a unique community filled
with love, compassion, commitment to social justice, and, yes, varying strong opinions! The time
we are in history presents us with many challenges and opportunities to rise into our best selves
and community. The learning curve will be steep as we explore new paths with you to continue to
grow, challenge, love and thrive as a community.
As the baton gets passed to us from the very loving and capable hands and hearts of Lauren
and Shira, we would like to thank them for the strong foundation they have laid for us during the
unexpected challenges of the last few months. We, also, count the many blessings bestowed on us
as we stand on the shoulders of the presidents before us. We will be leaning into your wisdom and
experience.
As we begin this journey together, we would like to start by introducing ourselves.
Nomi: I was born in Israel and grew up in Ein-Gev, a secular kibbutz on the shores of the Sea
of Galilee. My parents were Holocaust survivors from Vienna, Austria and Tallinn, Estonia. They
left their homes to go to Israel and were among the kibbutz founders.
Denice: I was born in Germany in an American army hospital. My mom is German and my
father was an American. There have been and are challenges and rewards with having half my
family in Germany and the other half in the United States.
Nomi: My first exposure to the Jewish religion was in 7th grade, our bar mitzvah year in the
kibbutz, when my classmates and I celebrated this milestone together. Being a secular kibbutz, the
Jewish holidays were celebrated more in a traditional and agricultural way (kibbutznik way) rather
than religious. I started going to temple when I moved to Ithaca as a young adult 43 years ago. For
me, being in America, the temple was the only way to keep celebrating the holidays.
Denice: Growing up, I lived in Germany, Atlanta, the Bronx, and a couple of towns in upstate
New York before heading to SUNY Potsdam for college. Though both of my parents were raised
Catholic, my brother and I were raised in a secular environment. About twelve years ago, my
spiritual journey led me to explore Reform Judaism and I began attending services at Tikkun v’Or.
Eleven years ago, I converted to Judaism.
Nomi: I first joined Tikkun v’Or in 2000 when Joan and Joel Abrams invited me, together with
Ronnie, for a conversation… They were so convincing that even though Ronnie was not Jewish we
both felt that this was the right place for us and we became members. Since then I’ve been on the
Avodah Committee for many years, was co-Vice President, and lately was, and still am, a member
of our spiritual leader search committee.
continued on next page
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Denice: After joining Tikkun v’Or, I was encouraged to become more involved and,
ultimately, to join the TVO board. Since joining the board, I have had the privilege to serve
as a member-at-large, an IAUJC liaison, a scribe, and as a co-vice president. It has been
wonderful to serve under the thoughtful leadership of several temple presidents.
Nomi: As with many of us, I came to Ithaca to go to school (IC), and proceeded to study
physical education followed by a Masters in sports medicine. My Ithaca career path took me
from the YMCA to the Cornell Wellness program and at the same time Cornell Hillel, a short
stint in the Ithaca Bakery accounting department, and then the Fingers Lakes Land Trust,
where I work in finances and administration to this day.
I’m so lucky to have my daughter Tali, her husband Daniel, and my precious threeyear-old grandson Benji live a few blocks from me and share in their life here in Ithaca.
My son Yoni lives in the mountains of Colorado with his wife Adelia and my two beautiful
granddaughters Sarah and Leah.
Denice: I have lived in Ithaca for the last 36 years and have been working at Cornell in
varying positions within student affairs. My educational background is in social work and
counseling. Four years ago, my mom moved in with me. I feel blessed to share this time with
her. Animal companions are, also, very dear to me. My partner, Kim, and I share our lives
with several dogs and two cats.
Nomi and Denice: As we’re facing difficult times and navigating through uncharted
territories like never before, we hope to be able to have open communication with each and
every one of you. We would love to hear your thoughts and wishes during this time, and invite
the sharing of innovative and creative ideas.
Our 10 years with Rabbi Brian have prepared us for the road ahead. We have deepened
our understanding of the incredible strengths and talents our congregation possesses. We will
be leaning into those community gifts while we are searching for our new spiritual leader.
Let’s work together to ensure the values and goals of our Tikkun v’Or community continue to
guide us in this journey.
We’re looking forward to participating with you in the
life of Tikkun v’Or for the next two years!
Warmly ...
Nomi and Denice
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Religious School
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We finished our Religious School year on May 17 with a “Zoom Siyyum” including hearing from
many of our students, singing and dancing together, playing a TVO trivia game, and honoring our
graduate.
This summer, we are offering a few FAMILY ACTIVITIES.
Saturday, June 27, 10-10:30 a.m.		
Shabbat morning Jewish Family Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, July 26, 10-10:30 a.m.			
Jewish Family Storytime
Saturday August 22, 8-:8:30 p.m. 		
Family Havdalah
More information about each of these will be in the weekly emails.
All students are also invited to use this summer as a special opportunity to develop their Hebrew
skills. Individual tutoring with Mirit Bessire, or on-line learning with the PrayerTech app can both be
arranged. Contact naomi.wilensky@tikkkunvor.org for more information.

Teens v’Or : Summer 2020
Advisor Tali Abraham will be hosting weekly 30-45
minute meetings, on topics of interest, current events,
and/or short videos and discussions, maybe some
special guests, as well as social hangouts, with most
topics to be decided by the teens themselves.
The program will run for 10 weeks, beginning in the
last week in June, on Sunday evenings. But it is not too
late to join!
Although we usually do not charge for Teens v’Or
events, in order to meet the expenses, we are charging a
small fee – $25 for the whole program (no matter how
many are actually attended – but we hope you will come
to all).
If this fee would be a hardship, just let me know you
would like to participate anyway and we can provide
financial aid.
If you would like to participate, email
naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org.
*Who is part of Teens v’Or? Any teen who is part of a member family** of Tikkun v’Or can be
part of Teens v’Or! Even if you didn’t go to Religious School? Yes! Even if you didn’t become
b’nai mitzvah? Yes! Even if you don’t come to services? Yes! Even if you are not sure how
you feel about being Jewish? Yes! This is a group for those who want to get connected, stay
connected, learn something, change the world, be a leader, be part of a group, celebrate holidays,
eat lots of pizza & bagels & chocolate, or just have fun. Join in!
**If you have a Jewish friend who is not part of a TvO member family but would like to join
Teens v’Or, talk with me and we’ll figure something out!

www.tikkunvor.org
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Shabbat and Holidays

					

Links and more details for each of these services will be sent by email.
If you are not already on our weekly enews list, contact info@tikkunv.org
Kabbalat Shabbat (Welcoming Shabbat) Friday, July 10, 7:30 pm

ohdju ,ca
Led by Omega Hollies

Other services for the summer have not yet been scheduled.

Specific information about times and links for upcoming services and programs
will be sent in the weekly e-news, or contact info@tikkunvor.org.
The schedules are also updated regularly
on the TvO Facebook page and website www.tikkunvor.org.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, June 28, 3 p.m.
Please join us (remotely) for the annual
TvO congregational meeting.
Members should check their email for the agenda and link.

Feeding the Hungry: Machil Re’avim		
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Tikkun v’Or helps St. John’s Community Services (formerly the Rescue Mission Friendship
Center) provide meals to those who need, by making 60 lunches for the 4th Thursday of each
month.
Thanks to the Milstein-Touesnard family for making lunches for the St. John’s Community
Service Friendship Center in May.
If you would like to help please contact Dorothy Debbie at dorothynotwork@gmail.com or
272-3893. For those of you who would like to help out but can’t make the lunches, you can still
contribute financially by donating to the TvO Feeding the Hungry Fund to used to reimburse
the person who buys the supplies.

Refuah Sheleimah (a good recovery)			

vnka vtupr

Best wishes for a refuah shlemah (complete and speedy recovery) to Ann Hoffman, who had a
serious bike accident in June. She is recovering in Rochester. Her husband Brian requests that we be
respectful of Ann’s recovery by not calling, texting or emailing her unless she reaches out first. She
and Brian appreciate the good energy and healing prayers you are sending her way.
July-August 2020

Tikkun v’Or Newsletter

www.tikkunvor.org

5

Many Thanks		
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Thanks to:
Everyone who participated in the Shabbat services that honored Rabbi Brian’s Final Weekend with
Congregation Tikkun v’Or:
• We offer so much gratitude to Rabbi Brian for his decade of service and inspiration and for the
meaningful and fun services he planned and led this past weekend.
• Ira Kamp’s technical assistance made the weekend especially wonderful by making it possible for
singers to sing together safely!
• Our singers/musicians included: Marne O’Shae, Lauren Korfine, Jeff Bercuvitz, Will Fudeman,
Tamar Kushnir, Richard Rosenfield, Lise Rosenfield, Corinne Stern, Maya Blanchard, Maren
Friedman, and Julia Kleinberg.
• Thanks to those who participated in services doing honors and reading: Ann Wexler and Tony
Gaenslen, Faith Rogow, Lois Levitan, Martha Armstrong, Judy Saul, and Dalya Tamir.
• Thanks to Diana Levy for Zoom hosting and creating the screen-share documents.
Thanks to all who made our final celebration at the conclusion of services so loving and fun:
• Diana Levy and Lauren Korfine for coordinating the final tribute to Rabbi Brian.
• Shira Reisman for her warm emceeing.
• Past-Presidents for their humorous top 20 reasons to work with Rabbi Brian conveyed by Ann 		
Hoffman and Ann Wexler.
• Sam Sachs for creating a touching slide show from all the wonderful photos that the 			
congregation shared. Lauren’s pick of Bina’s Niggun for sound was perfect.
• Fran Markover for her beautiful and heartwarming pomegranate poem, including the lovely 		
visual.
• Judy Saul and Mihal Ronen for helping to share the congregation’s blessings for Rabbi Brian.
• Lauren Korfine and Diana Levy for offering heartfelt gratitude on behalf of the congregation to 		
Rabbi Brian.
• The musicians for a rousing Oseh Shalom and final Adon Olam.
• Jeff Bercuvitz and Peter Silberman for a spontaneous Shofar finale!
• Recent service leaders: Anne Brous and Peter Silberman.

Mazel tov! 									

cuy kzn

Mazel Tov Jonathan Bael, on “virtually” becoming a bar mitzvah on May 9.
Kol Hakavod to Melanie Conroy-Goldman, on the publication of her novel, The Likely
World, to be released Aug. 4, 2020 from Red Hen Press.

Condolences				
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Tikkun v’Or sends our condolences to Elly Frankel, Tom Frank, and Jeremy and Sylvia, on
the death of Elly’s father, Ben Harrison Frankel, on May 27.
Born in 1930, Ben enjoyed a fulfilling career as a lawyer, cherished his family, and
enjoyed hiking, reading, travel, and intellectual pursuits. He proudly attended both Jeremy’s
and Sylvia’s bnai mitzah at TVO and enjoyed hiking many trails in the Ithaca area.
May his memory be for a blessing.
www.tikkunvor.org
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Ithaca Area United Jewish Community
Honoring Our Past, Shaping Our Future

Dear Friends,

BOARD MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS

Marcia Zax
Board Chair
Miri Birk
Secretary
Edward Weissman
Treasurer
Alan Blankstein
Claude Cohen
Richard Ehrlich
Ann Erlich, Nominating
Committee Co-Chair
Howard Erlich, Allocations &
Endowment & Investment
Committees Chair
Rabbi Miriam Spitzer, ex officio
Lauren Goldberg, ex officio
Marjorie Hoffman,
Campaign Committee Chair
& Program Chair
Rabbi Joshua Krisch
Sherrie Negrea, Nominating
Committee Co-Chair
Richard Rosenfield
John Rosenthal
Rabbi Eli Silberstein, ex officio
Rabbi Ari Weiss, ex officio
Naomi Wilensky, ex officio
Neil Zusman
David Sagan, Data Supervisor
PO BOX 4214
ITHACA, NY
14852-4214
email: info@iaujc.org
www.iaujc.org
Look for us on Facebook

www.tikkunvor.org

Greetings from the IAUJC Board. We hope that you and your family are all healthy,
and are able to deal with the challenges of the current coronavirus pandemic and
economic lockdown.
This difficult moment has led the Board to create a special fund, the Hesed
Emergency Fund, to assist people in our Jewish community who are experiencing
financial hardship. We use the word Hesed, Hebrew for kindness, because our
prophetic tradition teaches us to act with justice and kindness. We intend to use this
fund as a source of financial assistance during the present crisis, and also in the future,
whenever emergencies arise.
Our Hesed Fund started with $600, mostly donated by an Israeli boy who had
celebrated his bar mitzvah while his family was living in Ithaca. Another donation
recently came from a local couple who asked that we use their gift to help people in
need.
So now, we reach out to you, our community, to help this fund grow substantially,
even as we count on your support for all the other initiatives of the IAUJC. Any and
all amounts will be appreciated.
Although many of us are turning inward at this time, and understandably so, there is
also great reason to turn outward. Let us work together to assist those among us in
need. As we share our fortunate circumstances with those in need, we strengthen and
comfort our community.
Donations may be made online at https://iaujc.org/causes-we-support.
Checks can be mailed to IAUJC, PO Box 4214, Ithaca NY 14852.
Please indicate the Hesed Emergency Fund on your check or online donation.
If you, yourself, are in need of emergency assistance, or if you know someone
who is, please write, or refer others, to Marjorie@iaujc.org.
Thank you so much for your consideration and generosity.
Please stay well.
The Hesed Emergency Fund Committee
Marjorie Hoffman
Sherrie Negrea
Richard Rosenfield
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Tribute Cards
Tribute cards have been sent:
From Annie Wexler and Tony Gaenslen, to Elly Frankel and family, in memory of Elly’s father.
From Laurie Willick & Alexi Zentner, in memory of Selwyn Broitman, Rabbi Brian’s father- in- law.
Tribute cards are an easy way to acknowledge lifecycle events (simchas, yahrzeits, memorials, expressions of
appreciation and thanks), while reinforcing our community connections, and supporting our financial needs.
Each card sent is a donation to our synagogue.
For more information, contact Sherry Burford at <sherry@tikkunvor.org> or at (607) 319-4982.

Donors		

						

Many thanks to our recent donors:
General Fund:
Renee Baum, with appreciation
Susan Fast
Fran Markover & Ron Schoneman, in honor of Rabbi
Brian on the death of his father- in- law
Ann Wexler & Tony Gaenslen, in memory of Selwyn
Broitman, Rabbi Brian’s father- in- law
Abbe Lyons, in memory of Selwyn Broitman, Rabbi
Brian’s father- in- law
Lois Levitan & Martha Armstrong, in memory of
Selwyn Broitman, Rabbi Brian’s father- in- law
Ross Brann & Eileen Yagoda, wishing Ann Hoffman
well being and a speedy recovery
Nediv Lev Campaign:
Corinne Stern
Leslie Adelson & Larry Bieri
Suzanne Aigen
Hallie Mitnick
Ethan & Rachel Ash
Ira Kamp & Marne O’Shae
Peter Silberman
Gary Lindenbaum
Nomi Talmi
Faith Rogow
Judith Saul & Regi Teasley
Ann Hoffman & Brian Heltsley
Ann Wexler & Tony Gaenslen
Karen Baum & Edward Thomas
Abby & Bryan Thomas
Julie Gozan & Tom Keck
Melissa & Peter Enns
Robin & Edward Dubovi
David & Nicole Tedeyan
Patti Jacobson
Beth Cohen
July-August 2020
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Sherry Altman
Horowitz, Grace
Mark Lenzenweger & Lauren Korfine
Carol Chernikoff
Judy Lieblein
Samuel & Carol Shama
Tziona Szajman
Shawn Murphy
Fran Markover & Ron Schoneman
Lois Levitan & Martha Armstrong
Joseph Yavitt & Sue Merkel
Mihal Ronen
Shira Reisman & Jeffrey Wall
Peter & Sherry Burford
Thanks to the IAUJC (Ithaca Area United Jewish
Community) for grants benefitting the Religious
School, especially the scholarship fund.
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Congregational Leadership
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Administrative Coordinator & Religious School Director
Naomi Wilensky 256-1471
Bookkeeper
Sally Ezra
257-7017		
Presidents
Denice Cassaro
256-0373		
Nomi Talmi
273-1309		
Vice-President
Laurie Willick
319-4235
Past-Presidents
Lauren Korfine
256-0132		
Shira Reisman
339-6830		
Scribe
Miranda Phillips 277-1241		
Treasurer
Carol Shama
315 480-6365
At-Large Board Members
Wendy Keningsburg 		
Nico Tedayan			
Avodah Committee
Anne Brous
229-2592		
Peter Silberman 			
Building Committee
Anne Brous
272-5535		
Caring Committee
Carol Shama
315 480-6365
Finance Committee
Ira Brous		
272-5535		
Doug Stayman
280-8975		
Jewish Education Committee
Alita Howard
347-4415
Israel/Palestine Committee
Lois Levitan			
Racial Justice Committee
Program Committee
Aron Gutman
277-0573
Action Again Hunger Committee
Harriet London
257-1502		
Welcoming & Membership Committee
Jennifer Kagan			
Bereavement Support Committee
Patti Jacobson
279-3895		
Events Working Group
Alita Howard
347-4415
Teens v’Or
Tali Abraham 			

The Tikkun v’Or Newsletter offers
free business-card sized ads to
all members, as space allows in
each issue. For non-members or
those who would like guaranteed
ad space, the fees are $30/issue or
$150 for 6 issues/one year. For more
information, please contact info@
tikkunvor.org or call 607-256-1471.
www.tikkunvor.org

naomi.wilensky@tikkunvor.org
sally.ezra@tikkunvor.org
denicecassaro@gmail.com
eema.nomi@gmail.com
lbwillick@hotmail.com
lk79@cornell.edu
shishi923@gmail.com
phillipsville@gmail.com
csshama462@gmail.com
wfk1@cornell.edu
ntedeyan@gmail.com
Anne@ithacabakery.com
silbermanp@gmail.com
Anne@ithacabakery.com
csshama462@gmail.com
ira@ithacabakery.com
dms43@cornell.edu
alitahoward@gmail.com
LCL3@cornell.edu
gutmanik@gmail.com
londonharriet@gmail.com
jennifer.kagan@oswego.edu
BereavementSupport@tikkunvor.org
alitahoward@gmail.com
aabraham@ithaca.edu

For updated calendar information,
call 607-256-1471
or check <www.tikkunvor.org>
LIKE us on Facebook!
Tikkun v’Or Newsletter
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Congregation Tikkun v’Or
PO Box 3981
Ithaca NY 14852
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Interfaith Families!
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